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Dear SMC Congregation, 

We are so pleased that you could share  

our big day with us. 

Thank you for the card, the photo frame and the 

cheque of £100.  The flowers which were 

presented to us the week before our wedding 

were gorgeous.   

It was such a happy occasion and we hope you all 

enjoyed yourselves and had enough to eat and 

drink.  Thanks to all who worked behind the scene to ensure that all went well.  

The album is ready now so we hope there will be an opportunity to bring it 

around.          

Thank you for making every moment a blessing to us. 

Best wishes   

Bill and Emma Cusack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Minister’s letter 

 

Dear friends 

This is the very first minister’s letter I sign as “Cusack”.   

We are nearly coming to the end of another year and to begin the next.  

Thinking about this in context of our individual lives we would recognise 

that aspects of our lives are of beginnings and endings.  We use the 

phrase “I am looking forward to” quite often – Looking forward to a day 

off, time off; holidays, a meal out, family and friend visits; all sorts of 

things that we look forward to.  For most children and even grown-ups, 

they look forward to Christmas because they get lots of presents, have 

fun and the joy of singing carols, decorating, dancing, Christmas meals, 

jokes etc. 
 

It is a good thing that we all look forward to Christmas. However, we 

sometimes get carried away with the shopping and all the arrangements 

and it can overshadow the spirituality of the season. Do we use the 

advent prayer calendar for each day to help us prepare and look forward 

to Christmas?  
 

We also look back and reminisce on past events about what made that 

year’s Christmas so memorable.  In the same way we look back into 

scripture each Christmas to remind us of the history and mystery of the 

birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

When we look back with thankfulness, we also look forward in hope and 

trust that whatever happens in the New Year, our Saviour, who is born for 

us is within and part of our world. In a way, it is comforting to reassure 

ourselves to think of Yesterday as history, Tomorrow as mystery but 

Today as a gift from God.  On Christmas Day, remember that the day is a 

gift, with a gift to us all which brings joy to the world. 
 

My prayer is that God will help us to capture the essence Christmas in 

each day of our lives. 
 

Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year, 

Revd Emma Cusack 



 

 

 

(from the Church archives). 

 

Thanks Singing Group  

The later years of the 1970’s were marked by the 

very active participation of the many teenagers who 

had grown up within the Church. They, with their 

friends, in the spirit of the time, united to make their 

own music, often with a spiritual flavour. 

 

Fortunately, an adult singer, Mr David Smith of the English National 

Opera Company, encouraged their efforts to such an extent that they 

sang as a choir in many of our services, and at the Methodist 

Conference in 1979, and at many other places. 

 

 As the 1970s ended, this choir, known as ‘Thanks’, brought the Church 

into the 80s with their emblem ‘Let us Give Thanks’ proudly displayed 

for all to see, and very much with the sentiment which this story 

opened. 
 

 In the ensuing years the Rev John Rowland encouraged these young 

people, and there were many who took their talents through various 

training colleges and other establishments into the wider world 

strengthened, we are sure, by the close fellowship of ‘Thanks’.  
 

John went all too soon to Cornwall, leaving us with the flavour of his 

several pilgrimages to the Taizé Community; those haunting chants 

and refrains will long remain to remind us of his interest and care in 

Stoneleigh.  
 

One Saturday last month, ‘Thanks’ had a reunion. They entertained us 

for a full two hours with a performance which made the time fly by. The 

Group was made up of 12 singers (including a very vigorous pianist) 

and those of us who attended all enjoyed the familiar songs which 

'Thanks' sang beautifully. 



 

 

 

 

  

Helen’s granddaughter Louise has gained a University placement 

and is now acting as an assistant psychologist in this scheme and 

brought a leaflet home for her to read. She thought others may be 

interested to know of this service/work. 

 
 
At this time of year, we remember those who have given their lives 

for the protection of others, but we must also offer love and support 

to those who return home from conflict. Whilst we can do this on a 

personal level with those close to us, many ex-service men and 

women struggle with civilian life and need further help.  

 

The Veteran’s Mental Health TIL Service was commissioned by the 

NHS in 2017 to cater to all difficulties experienced by ex-serving 

members of the UK Armed Forces. From housing difficulties to 

trauma processing, they work with veteran’s transitioning to civilian 

life that live in London, Greater London, East/West Sussex, Surrey, 

Kent and Medway.  

 

https://www.veteransservicelse.nhs.uk/). 

 

Any ex-serviceman or family member who would like to find out 

more about care pathways for psychological and social support 

within the service can call 020 3317 6818 and can view their website 

for further details on referrals  

( 

The Veterans' Mental Health Transition, Intervention and Liaison (TIL) Service 

 

https://www.veteransservicelse.nhs.uk/


 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
We need volunteers for the ‘Together at Christmas’ lunch. If you are available 
to give up a few hours of your Christmas Day to make this a great time for 
those that would otherwise be on their own on this special day we would love 
to hear from you.  
 
We need people to help at the lunch with washing up, acting as a table hosts 
etc. We also need drivers who are willing to collect people before the meal 
and/or take them home afterwards. Please contact Janet Hattam, Phone 020 
8397 7307 or email janet.hattam3@gmail.com  
if you feel able to offer your services in any way. 

 
Christmas Eve: times to be agreed  

To decorate the hall and lay the tables at St Paul’s Howell Hill 
15 Northey Avenue, SM2 7HS 
 
Christmas Day: 12.15 – 17.00  

Table Hosts, being with a small group of guests – offering them a pre-dinner 
drink, sitting and looking after them during the lunch, - escorting your guests 
between church areas and serving them tea - and at the end helping them to 
collect coats and find their drivers. Final clearing of the hall. 
 
Table Hosts will have a meal with their guests but other volunteers will be 
offered a meal after their ‘shift’ is finished. 
 
12.30-15.00 Servers, being part of a small team serving meals and clearing 
tables 
 
12.00 – 12.25 Drivers to bring guests in time for 12.30 start   

13.00 – 14.15 Wash up (1st Shift) 

14.15 – 16.15 Wash up (2nd Shift) 

16.00 - Drivers arrive to take guests home at 16.15 

16.15 – 17.00 Clearing up final hall clearing 

15.15 -16.15 Entertainers, anyone able to provide short ‘entertainment’ slot 
as part of our post lunch entertainment programme 

Raffle Prizes: we would also be grateful for donations of any unwanted items 
which would make good raffle prizes 

TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS 

mailto:janet.hattam3@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 
Prayers submitted by Hazel Eagle 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

News from members 
 
Jill Chessum and family wish all their friends at Stoneleigh a very Happy 

Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Lord, we thank you for 
The transformation of a shrivelled  

seed into food or flower, 
The movement of night into day 
And your eternal love seen in Jesus. 
 
May we 

Be transformed for fruitfulness, 
Become light for others and  
Know that your love is  

Broader, higher, wider and deeper 
than we will ever comprehend.  

Amen 
 

© Graham Thompson  
Plymouth & Exeter District Chair.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

   Gift & Parade Service 

on Sunday 8
th
 December 

10.30am 
Worship God with us as we 

bring gifts for those less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

Refreshments afterwards 

Carols by Candlelight 

on Sunday 15
th
 December at 

6:30pm. 
Come and join in a variety of well-

loved carols interspersed with 

Christmas readings. 

Refreshments afterwards 
 

Crib service – 

 24
th
 December at 

4:00pm 
where all the 

children have the 

opportunity of 

sharing in the 

retelling of the story 

of Christ’s Nativity 
 

for all the family 

Refreshments 

afterwards 

Christmas Day 
10:30am 

we celebrate, with Joy 

and Thanksgiving, the 

birth of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

Covenant Service 

 Sunday 12th January 

 at 10:30am. 

A special time of worship  

In which the church 

members renew their 

commitment to God. 

Special services during the Christmas Season. 

Christmas Day 
10.30am 

we celebrate, with Joy 

and Thanksgiving, the 

birth of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 
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Minister 
 

Revd. Emma Cusack 
  Fd.A; DipHE 

0208 393 2322 
 

Stewards 
 

Lesley Lee 
0208 393 4116 

 
Contact Steward 
Jeananne Holtorp 

07729 028850 
 

 
 

Leadership Team 
 

The Minister; 
 

Lesley Lee  
(Steward) 

 

Jeananne Holtorp  
(Pastoral Sec,) 

 

Denise Gould  
(Property Rep) 

 

Gloria Davis 

 

 

Church Council Secretary 
Denise Gould 

020 8393 2155 
 

Pastoral Concerns 
Jeananne Holtorp 

07729 028850 
 

JMA Secretary 
Catherine Draper 
020 8224 7966 

 

Bookings 
Denise Gould 

020 8393 2155 
 

Church Pay Phone 
    020 8393 9743 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like an item to be in 
“The Link” please send it to 

 

Vivienne Ridgway 
vivienne@ridgworld.com 

 

Articles for inclusion in the next 
LINK should be with Vivienne by  

January 10th  
 

The right to edit or omit articles is reserved to 
SMC, The Minister and Stewards  

 

The views expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of SMC as a whole 

 

 

 

To behold wonderful things in 
God’s word, 

We need to open our minds, 
use our brains and ask God to 

open our eyes and grant us 
understanding. 

Stephen Rand 
   From New Daylight  

Sept – Dec 2019 page 86 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rota Duties 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday Fellowship 

 

 
Services 

 
 
 
Please feel free to come along to Fellowship at any time, there will always be a 
warm welcome.

1st December Holy Communion Revd. Emma Cusack 

8th December Gift service Brenda Cannon 

15th December  10.30 am  Morning Worship Local Arrangement 

                                 6.30 pm CANDLELIGHT CAROLS Revd. Emma Cusack 

22nd December Morning Worship Valerie Ashcroft 

24th December  4.00 pm CRIB SERVICE Family Team 

25th December FAMILY SERVICE Revd. Emma Cusack 

29th December Morning Worship Richard Graham 

5th January 2020 Morning Worship Valerie Ashcroft 

12th January Holy Communion Revd. Emma Cusack 

19th January Morning Worship Revd. Emma Cusack 

26th January JOINT SERVICE AT RUXLEY – No Service at SMC 

 

3rd December Revd. Emma Cusack 

10th December  CHRISTMAS MEAL at IL CAPRICCIO, EWELL VILLAGE 

17th / 24th/ 31st December  -  NO MEETINGS 

7th January Revd. John Baxter 

14th January Informal afternoon 

21st January Revd. Emma Cusack 

28th January  Peter Thompson ‘Wigs & Gowns’ 

 

 Stewards Welcome Sound/Proj 

1st December Lesley/Norma A Ruth/Christine Tom 

8th December Jeananne/Debbie Brenda/Ken Robin 

15th December  10.30 am Denise/Barbara/Jim Pat S Norma J 

                               6.30 pm Jeananne/Val Catherine Pat/Colin 

22nd December Lesley/Debbie Brenda/Ken Catherine 

24th December  4.00 pm Ernie/Denise Val/John Robin 

25th December Jeananne/Denise Val/John Tom 

29th December Lesley/Norma A Ruth/Christine Norma J 

5th January 2020 Denise/Sally  Doris/Jeff Catherine 

12th January Jeananne/Debbie Brenda/Ken Tom 

19th January  Ernie/Jim Pat S Pat/Colin 

26th January NO SERVICE AT STONELEIGH 

 



 

 

 
Remembrance Day Parade 
 

“So this weekend was very exciting! We had a 
sleepover at the church with all the other Brownies, 
Girl Guides, Cubs, Scouts and Beavers. 
 
“We got to play games, do arts and crafts and watch 
a movie with popcorn! 
 
“The next day we woke up and had breakfast and 
got ready in our uniform for church parade. 

 
“At Brownies we had all decorated a stone with 
a poppy design of our choice and wrote the 
name of a 
loved one who had 

fought in the war. I choose my Great-
Grandad Tommy Ray. I was really lucky as I was 
able to wear his medals from the war and was 
very proud! My sister is in Rainbows and 
made a poppy to hold, she got to wear our Great-Great-Uncle’s medals. 

Olivia and Jessica 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Congregation stuck poppies on the display board before the Two Minutes 

Silence when the Union Flag was lowered. 



 

 

 
 

 
Leading a service at SMC for the last time as 

 Rev. Emma Aikins 
 

The Service began with the No 1 Steward welcoming the Reverend 
Emma Aikins and reminding her that this was ‘her last Sunday as a 
fancy-free woman’. The Steward also said how nice it was to see her 
fiancé Bill without a ball and chain, and reminded Bill that marriage was 
more than just a word – that it is, in fact, a sentence. 
 
The Family Prayer asked for God’s blessing on their wedding and the 
wish that they have a happy and fulfilled life together. 
 
The Service itself, which was based around one of the set Communion 
texts, flew by and was a sheer delight. Emma was inspired, and her 
message included a very moving ‘witness’. She revealed that as a 
young child from a very privileged background, she one day, from the 
comfort of a car, thought hard about those of her classmates who were 
walking to school barefoot. 
 
Emma made the decision to ‘walk the mile’ in their 
shoes – albeit, in her case it meant removing her 
shoes for the rest of her journey to school. 
Thereafter, she made it her mission to play with the 
children from the poorest families. A decision 
which has flavoured the rest of her Christian life. 
 
Q. Emma has not left her post as a Minister in the circuit, so why the 
final sounding heading? 
A.She is now, of course, the Reverend Mrs Emma Cusack. 

 
Ernie Baker 

 
 

NB Emma has a new email address. Email her, and she’ll send 
it to you. 



 

 

From the News Sheets 
September  
 

Ride & Stride. Some years we have 2 walkers or 

cyclists, but this year we welcomed a total of 37, 

aged from about 7 to adults from near and far; what 

with Church cleaning and the visitors, a good 

morning's work for the Lord.  
 

Meet the Neighbours. Thank you to everyone who helped in any way last 

Saturday when we held our autumn event, and thanks also to those who came 

along and supported it. It was good to have the Mayor and Mayoress and our 

local Councillors with us, and Dorah May from Age Concern Epsom and Ewell 
 

Harvest Parade Service will be on Sunday 13th October. Donations of 

dried/tinned food would be most welcome, which we will pass forward to the 

Whitechapel Mission or the local Foodbank. 

 

October 
 

Donation. During the summer work period we received a donation of an 

outgrown double buggy from South Thames Roofing who were working for us. 

Amanda advertised this, had 17 people respond, and sold it for £50 – many 

thanks to Steve from South Thames. 
 

Wintershall Nativity. This open-air ‘play for all the family’ will run from 18th 

December until the 22nd. Dramatic and intimate, the story begins in the open 

air with the shepherds. The audience then take their seats in the atmospheric 

barn, where the story unfolds of how Jesus changed the world. It is a beautiful 

production, with a large cast of players and animals. Details are on our main 

notice board, or phone 01793 418299. 

 

The new tree, a Ginkgo – replacement for the rotten silver birch 

– has been planted in the car park  

 



 

 

Catherine and Steven Draper are pleased to announce the 

arrival of their first grandchild, Timothy (9lbs 8oz) was born on 

October 25th by planned caesarean section to Patrick and 

Felicity and all are doing well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations for Whitechapel.  
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support Whitechapel and the Food 

Bank. May I suggest that we concentrate our efforts on donations for the 

Whitechapel Mission until Tony collects the trailer in December? As you 

know, they have asked that we give toiletries for our Gift Service on 8th 

December, but for anyone who would prefer to give food can I suggest that 

you buy multiples of the same - ie several cans of Irish Stew 

or Chicken casserole or meat pies rather than a selection 

of different varieties, this will help them to produce a meal 

for the groups they cater for and please don’t forget to buy 

products with dates well into 2020.          Many thanks,         Lesley  



 

 

What’s on at Stoneleigh Methodist Church: 
 

WWee  wweellccoommee  yyoouu  ttoo  aannyy  ooff  oouurr  aaccttiivviittiieess..  
 

Fellowship groups meet at homes in the area on various days and times. 

For further information contact 020 8393 2155, or use our website contact 
form(stoneleighmethodist.church/contact) 

Note that some of these activities are run by our church, and some by 
outside organisations, but all will welcome new attenders. 

Just inside our front door there is an information leaflet; please take a copy.  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Chihuly at Kew…A reminder of the bright days of summer. 

 

Along with thousands of others this summer I visited Kew Gardens 
to see the amazing display of Dale Chihuly glass sculptures which 
were displayed around the grounds, inside the glass houses and in 
an exhibition hall. 
As you can see from the photographs the sculptures come in all 
shapes, sizes and colours and are truly stunning especially when 
seen in the sunshine. 
 
Dale Chihuly was born in America in 1941 and was introduced to 
‘hot glass’ whilst studying interior design, he went on to study in the 
US and at the Venini glass factory in Venice and then travelled to 
learn from glass masters around the world. He now has work 
displayed in more than 200 museum collections and has exhibited 
his work in public buildings, galleries  and at events worldwide, his 
work ranges from individual vessels to large outdoor installations 
and is, as I hope you can see from the pictures breathtakingly 
beautiful. 
 
When I was telling people about it somebody said that they 
“wouldn’t have wanted to be in charge of transporting the pieces 
around the world, just imagine the insurance cover”!   Steve said he 
thought of the “Only Fools and Horses” chandelier sketch, I’m sure 
you all remember the crash!  

  Lesley 
 

Lesley’s lovely photographs of some of the exhibits are on the back 
page of this Link 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Cruising down the Nile was a fantastic experience, a great way to celebrate 
70th birthdays with my friend Louise. We first stayed in a hotel in Cairo. 
Opposite the front door was the new Cairo Museum still under construction and 
to the left were the pyramids.  Travelling to the hotel we had passed many 
unfinished buildings, but they were occupied - you could see the TV screens; if 
a building is unfinished no tax is paid. 
 

Cairo Museum has the unforgettable Tutankhamun exhibition, with so much 

gold and blue in the death masks, sarcophagi and detailed, beautiful jewellery.  

The pyramids were amazing and still no one really knows how they were made.  

We went into the smaller pyramid, bent double to walk in and out with a large 

room at the end of the tunnel, surrounded by the huge mass of the pyramid 

above and around you. 
 

Alexandria was a more peaceful city and we enjoyed sitting at a roadside cafe 

watching the world go by, as well as visiting a Roman amphitheatre, Pompeii’s 

Column and catacombs. 
 

When we set off down the Nile, the wild-life was fascinating with many heron, 

ibis, cormorants and black and white kingfishers. 

The Egyptians (they say it with a hard g) are very friendly but there are many 

people selling their wares who won’t leave you alone, you need to bargain very 

strongly.  Luckily they aren’t allowed into the ‘sites’.  The Valley of the Kings 

was impressive and hot; we entered three of the tombs and all the carvings, 

colour and hieroglyphics seemed as fresh as if it had been done yesterday. 

This was true of all the sites we visited.  Abu Simbel  - 6am start with a bag full 

of breakfast, slowed up by a puncture,- needed police protection, but being late 

meant we missed the crowds, a great blessing.  The Aswan Dam was 

impressive as was the lake it created. Distinction between the irrigated green 

areas and the desert is very marked all the way along the Nile. 
 

We visited a village where we were welcomed into a home and shown their 

captive crocodile and held a baby one, (its teeth were tied up).We were one of 

many ‘boats’ travelling the Nile, seeing the life of ordinary Egyptians then 

making trips to the temples and Archaeological sites. The whole cruise was 

amazing and well worth the early mornings starts. 

 Catherine Draper 

 

Some of Catherine’s photographs are inside the back cover.   ed 



 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JMA collectors received their award        A visit to Cairo 
Certificates after the Harvest Service 

 

See Catherine’s piece on 
page16 



 

 

Chihuly, Reflections on Nature 

See Lesley’s piece on page 15. 
  

Summer Sun 
 
 

Temperance House Persians                                                  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Turquoise Marlins and floats 


