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Prayers submitted by Hazel Eagle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Transforming God, thank you for modern healthcare, 

developed with your guidance and inspiration. 

We pray for universal access to disease prevention, 

diagnosis and treatment. 

Lay your hands on health professionals and researchers. 

Touch the sick and the suffering with wholeness and hope. 

Make us all agents of your healing love. Amen. 

 

©Ann Cooper, Local Preacher, Newcastle West Circuit. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy God, come and breathe life. 

Renew and revive your Church. 

Call us again and again, 

into your ways of transforming love and great mercy. 

Reform us until we become more like you, 

for the sake of the world you came to save. 

Blow away all within us that is unworthy, 

enliven all that brings hope and joy, 

and fill us again with courage and boldness 

to proclaim the gospel. Amen. 

 

© Helen Cameron, Northampton District Chair. 
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From the Minister 

Dear Friends 

It is inspiring to be reminded from the Methodist Worship Book 

(page 141-142) that Lent is observed with great devotion and, in 

remembrance of our Lord’s passion, death and resurrection. That, 

“it is the custom of the Church to prepare for this by a season of 

penitence and self-denial”. That, “the season of Lent was 

observed by those being prepared for Baptism at Easter and by 

those seeking restoration to the Church’s fellowship”. These are 

the opening words of the Ash Wednesday liturgy, and it appeals 

to everyone, even if we are not preparing for baptism, we would 

seek in our daily devotion to be restored by the Holy Spirit as we 

ask for forgiveness and grace to grow – a prompt about new life. 
 

I am sure most children and perhaps adults get excited about 

Easter, because they look forward to receiving an Easter egg and, 

to be honest, all the creativity and decorations, the shapes, sizes 

make it all attractive; however, the Egg and when it hatches 

symbolises new life.   
 

On Easter day when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, we 

celebrate this new victory of new life that Jesus offers to all. 

The reason for our celebration is because Jesus is still alive and 

lives among us in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

A profound message of acclamation is celebrated all over the 

world that JESUS IS ALIVE AND HE IS RISEN INDEED. This 

acclamation on Easter day mirrors the words of the Reverend 

Charles Wesley and, for me, as I hope it is for all Christians, it is 

the moment that “my chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose went 

forth and followed thee”. 
 

The Easter joys and promise is that death is not the end, so let us 

rejoice in our maker and may we find it rewarding to be counted 

among the multitude with palm branches praising the glorious 

name of our Lord Jesus, the Saviour of the world. 
 

Happy Easter                                                                Emma 
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Notes from the Pews: 
 

One Sunday, shortly before Lent, we were blessed 
by a visit from Brenda Cannon, and rather than look 
forward to Lent, she took us straight to the finale – 
the Resurrection. I always feel Easter is gone in a 
flash. We have six weeks of preparation beforehand, 
with Lenten thoughts and considerations, then the 
Easter holidays come and Easter Sunday of joy, and 
that’s it – when the Easter story is such a huge part of our faith, and is 
so important to us. So, I found it very inspirational that the message 
that week reminded me of the immense importance of Jesus 
overcoming Death. 
Brenda was preaching from 1 Corinthians 15, where Paul is 
reprimanding the Corinthians for their lack of belief in the 
Resurrection. I had to do some background reading after the service – 
it seems that many of the Corinthian Christians came from the Greek 
background, and the Greeks had great difficulty with this doctrine, but 
Paul reminds them that without the Resurrection we are left with an 
empty gospel. 

  
‘Death is swallowed up in victory – where, O Death is your victory? 
Where, O Death, is your sting? Thanks be to God for giving us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ (1 Corinthians 15:55,57)                                                      
Vivienne Ridgway 

 
Brownies’ Award 

We are very proud of 2 of our Brownies who 

completed the Gold award just before going up to 

Guides a few weeks ago. 

They had both completed the adventure badges; 

‘Go for it’, and then 3 of the new badges including 

Baking, Jobs, and Performer.  

As part of her badge Neve went to a Rainbow pack to talk about 

Brownies, and Jade went to a Guide evening to learn more 

We had a celebration evening on the 28th February and Neve and Jade 

were presented with this significant awards by their District 

Commissioner, Denise Gould. 

Sarah Edwards,  4th Stoneleigh Brownie Leader 
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Foodbank News. 

Our local Food Banks have been running for 6 

years now, and sadly there has been no decline in 

their use. Over the past year, 2018, we have 

helped 3,700 people, a 40% increase and sadly 

1,500 of this number were children.  

In December alone we fed 564 people, double the number compared to 

same period in 2017. Many people find it hard to believe that food banks 

are needed in Surrey, but they are a life-line for those in short term crisis.  

The good news is that the Christmas fundraising campaigns were a great 

success and huge thanks go to all the local people, schools, churches and 

businesses that have supported the Food Bank throughout the year, and 

especially over the difficult Christmas period. 

In response to this increase June will see the launch of a new initiative, the 

‘Poverty Truth Commission’, exploring the root causes of poverty in the 

community focusing on Epsom & Ewell, Mole Valley and Banstead 

Boroughs. Interestingly, on average people used us 2.45 times last year 

compared to 1.97 in 2017. We see one of our first steps towards closing the 

foodbanks is reducing client visits to just once a year, and the vast majority 

of our clients do only visit us once. At this visit we signpost and support 

people to get out of their crisis, be it benefits, housing, or debt, and so not 

need us again.  

Our challenge then moves on to how we (and the services we offer as 

councils, agencies and projects in our community) can support people to be 

independent. Whether that is through living wage, flexible roles, better 

support in work, improved transport links, creating homes rather than 

houses, mentoring etc: the challenge is there for all of us. We hope that 

many of these areas will come up through the Poverty Commission and 

that together, listening to the stories of the people caught in poverty, we 

can begin to change the culture we live in. 

Let’s hope that one day we will be able to close the foodbanks and that our 

communities will be known for the way we stood together to address 

poverty; it’s going to take all of us! Thank you to those who are already 

beginning to think about and support us in these areas, let’s keep going! 

Lesley Lee 
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Surrey Churches Preservation Trust 

You are invited to our annual lecture 

2.30pm on Saturday April 6th 

St Paul’s Church Centre, 15 Northey Avenue, 

Howell Hill, Cheam, Surrey SM2 7HS 

Cranmer and the Book of Common Prayer 

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) is an astonishing 

achievement. In one slim volume it combines every service in the 

Anglican communion: Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, the Litany, 

and Holy Communion; services for Baptism, Confirmation, 

Marriage, the Sick, and the Funeral service; the ordination of 

Bishops and Clergy. It includes the Psalter and also sets out 

Prayers and Collects for every Sunday in the Church’s year as 

well as Old Testament and New Testament readings for daily 

prayer. 

 

It was largely the inspiration of Archbishop Cranmer who 

published the first version in 1549 (in the reign of Edward VI) 

although it was not adopted in its current format until 1662 (in the 

reign of Charles II). 

 

In this talk, Hamish Donaldson (Chairman of the Trust) will 

explore the origins of the BCP with Cranmer and how it developed 

from the reign of Henry VIII (and the break from Rome) to its 

adoption in 1662. 

Tickets cost £10 for members of the Trust and £15 for 

 non-members. 

Please do invite non-members as we want to encourage new 

members to join the Trust 

please pay on the door but, for catering purposes, 

email sjosmond@gmail.com to let us know how many tickets you 

would like. If you do not have access to email please write to: 

Sam Osmond, 34 Long Garden Walk, FARNHAM, GU9 7HX, or 

leave him a message on 01252 716772, 
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Wabi-Sabi. 
 

Whilst reading through an old magazine I came 

across a small article about ‘Wabi-Sabi’, my 

brain read Wasabi and I thought Sushi.  On 

closer inspection I found that it was about the 

Japanese hobby of ‘Kintsugi’ which is the 

ancient art of repairing broken ceramics, not in 

a way that hides the cracks but rather, 

celebrates the break by highlighting it in gold and making the pot 

more beautiful because of its imperfection. 

This is the ethos of Wabi-Sabi which is all about accepting the 

beauty of the imperfection and delighting in change, age and the 

complexities of life.  

Wabi-Sabi can also mean creating something new from 

something old. 

I’m sure like me you can find a lesson in this, let’s learn to love 

our slightly broken, tatty but special things and even, our slightly 

broken, tatty selves a bit more.     Lesley 

 

‘Meet the Neighbours’ on February 16th 

was a unique event and thoroughly enjoyed by many. Ernie 

reports it was attended by around 60 people, including 35 

neighbours (10 were young children) and the two of the local 

Councillors, Peter Webb and John Beckett, who had been invited. 
 

Many of our Church Members came along to 'help' and socialised 

with our guests, answering their questions and generally 

promoting the Church and its activities and, more importantly, to 

ensure that all present enjoyed themselves. Thanks are also due 

to those stalwarts of the kitchen who do so much behind the 

scenes by assisting with serving and washing-up and contributing 

the lovely cakes.  
 

It was a resounding success upon which, hopefully, we can 

continue to expand our relationships with our friends and the 

community generally.       Helen Quaife 
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CONTACTS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bookings 
020 8393 2155 

 

Church Pay Phone 
020 8393 9743 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like an item to be in 
“The Link” please send it to 

 

Vivienne Ridgway 
vivienne@ridgworld.com 

 

Articles for inclusion in the next 
LINK should be with Vivienne by  

May 10th  
 

The right to edit or omit articles is reserved to 
SMC, The Minister and Stewards  

 

The views expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of SMC as a whole 

 

 

 
 

Create in me a  
clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit  
within me. 

 
Psalm 51:10 
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Church A.G.M. will be held this year on April 28th after the service  
Services 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rotas 
 Stewards Welcome Sound/Proj 

7th April Lesley/Norma A Ruth/Christine Denise 

14th April  Jeananne/Sally Pat S/Geoff Norma J 

19th April  Marion/Ernie Denise/Catherine Pat P/Colin 

21stApril  Lesley/Debbie Brenda/Ken Tom 

28th April Jeananne/Catherine Ruth/Christine Pat P/Colin 

5th May Denise/Tom Doris/Jeff Robin 

12th May Marion/Ernie Norma A/Barbara/Jim Catherine 

19th May Denise/Sally Brenda/Ken Tom 

26th May Jeananne/Barbara Ruth/Christine Ken 

 
Tuesday Fellowship – 2:30pm 

Please feel free to come along to Fellowship at any time, there 
will always be a warm welcome. 

2nd April Alan Saunders 

9th April Geoff Lawrence – Memories of Croydon Airport 

16th April Revd. Emma Aikins 

23rd April NO MEETING 

30th April Sheila Willis – Who Dun the Whodunits 

7th May Annual Meeting + Singalong 

14th May Revd. Barbara McIntivey 

21st May Ruxley Anniversary, Ruxley Church – no meeting at SMC 

28th May Sally Nilssen – Titanic Story 

7th April Morning Worship Brenda Cannon 

14th April - Palm Sunday Morning Worship Revd. Emma Aikins 

19th April – Good Friday Worship Service Revd. Emma Aikins 

21stApril – Easter Sunday Holy Communion Revd. Chris Morley 

28th April 
Morning Worship followed 
by Annual Church Meeting 

Revd. Emma Aikins 

5th May Morning Worship David Eagle 

12th May Holy Communion Revd. Emma Aikins 

19th May Morning Worship Valerie Ashcroft 

26th May Morning Worship Revd. Emma Aikins 

 



10 

 

What’s on over Easter: 
CTE invite all congregations to try and visit each other during Lent and 
here are some that are on offer: 
Friday 29th March - come to St Clements RC Church at 7:45pm. 
Hear about and experience the ‘Stations of the Cross’ as Father 
Graham and representatives from CAFOD lead us through this 
meditative time as part of their Lent tradition.  
Palm Sunday, Sunday 14th April at 6:30pm, Holy Communion at 
Ruxley with Canon Hilary Johnson. 
Saturday 6th April - come to All Saints ‘Quiet Day‘ between 10:00am 
and 4:00pm.  
Activity stations will be set up, based on Psalm 23. 
Wednesday 10th April at 8:00pm. Stoneleigh Baptist Church will host 
an evening of worship and prayer with the opportunity to find out a 
little more of the activities of the church, and perhaps even answer the 
question “what do Baptists especially believe?” 
Maundy Thursday, 18th April at 7:30pm, Holy Communion at Ruxley 
with the Rev Emma Aikins. 
Good Friday Walk of Witness in Epsom starting at 9:50am in Church 
Street and finishing in the Town Centre about 11:00am. 
Easter at our Church 
Good Friday will be at 10:30am with the Rev Emma Aikins. 
Easter Sunday will be at 10:30am, Holy Communion with the Rev. 
Chris Morley. 
 
A Bean-Boozle Challenge      (Parade Service) 19th March 

Following the Reading, Luke 4: 1-13, Jesus’ Temptations, Deacon Dawn 

Canham challenged two girls and two boys from the uniformed groups 

(Rachel and Neve. Leo and Nana) with some tasty treats which they 

could keep exclusively for themselves OR accept the Bean-Boozle 

Challenge! (á la Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here) which would risk a 

possibly *foul tasting bean or a sweeter taste in order to keep the tasty 

treats to generously share with their friends. 

I am happy to report the young people all accepted the challenge and 

subsequently shared out the goodies with their friends.  

No-one refused the challenge and kept the “treat” for themselves alone. 

*they were allowed to spit it out and eat a jelly baby to get rid of the 

taste! 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Come – Everything is 
Ready! 
 

On the first Friday of March, the day chosen for the World 

Day of Prayer (previously known as the Women's World 

Day of Prayer), all was ready, as were a group of us from 

SMC who were helping in the service. 

Dorothy Baxter, from St Mary's, Ewell, had organised and arranged the 

service with great efficiency and ensured all was ready for 2:00pm at 

Ruxley Church, where we were made very welcome. 

The women of Slovenia (formerly part of Yugoslavia) put the service 

together, giving 5 short descriptions of their lives. I was Marjeta who 

had been unable to go to University because she was known to be 

religious and therefore a second-class citizen, in a socialist-communist 

state. Others had problems of joblessness, alcoholism and being of the 

'wrong ethnicity’. It makes me realise how lucky we are being able to 

follow the faith we have and to live a life with all 

possibilities open to us. During the service Emmaus 

played the music so we could sing along joyously. 

The Deputy Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, Cllr. John 

Beckett, attended; there was a large congregation of people from 

various churches in the area and many from SMC had come along. 

The service from Slovenia was entitled 'Come, Everything is Ready' 

and had taken a parable from Luke's gospel as a basis. A banquet had 

been prepared but the guests made excuses, then people from the 

local streets were asked to come and partake of the meal which had 

been prepared and they did. The table where we sat had items 

significant to Slovenia including a vase of red carnations, a symbol of 

Slovenia, and rosemary, a symbol of celebration. SMC helped in 

making the hundred paper carnations which were used in the service 

and handed out to the congregation.  

After the service we were given a marvellous tea and cakes. 

  Catherine Draper 

 

PS  We have just heard that the amount sent to WDP was £633.74 
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From the News Sheets 

February 3rd 

David Bennett. We heard last week that David died on 21st 

January. He and his wife Barbara were married at Stoneleigh in 

the 60’s, and will be remembered by some of our older Members. 

Until recently David had been active at Methodist Central Mission, 

Eastbourne, where he will be greatly missed.     Lesley 
 

February 10th 
 

Michael Meech. Paul Timmis writes “I am very sorry to have to tell 

you that the Revd Michael Meech died on Tuesday 5th February, 

at home. Michael was well known and loved as a Supernumerary 

minister in this Circuit, and perhaps especially at Stoneleigh 

where his late wife, Wendy, was a member for many years and 

where he too worshipped. There is no news yet as to when and 

where his funeral might be but I would be grateful if you could 

keep Andrew and Judith (Michael and Wendy’s son and daughter) 

and all the family in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

February 17th 

Meet the Neighbours – On Saturday 16th February, 2.30-4:00pm, 

we are asking our neighbours from the roads immediately 

surrounding the church to join us for tea and cakes. We are 

inviting people to come along, take a look around the Church 

Centre, find out what activities go on here during the week and 

meet some of those involved . . .that means you.  

This is a new idea, -  an opportunity for us to get to know each 

other, and we would like you to come along and support this new 

initiative which we hope will open up the church to people who do 

not usually come onto the premises. Val Farley is organising the 

event if you want to find out more, or please speak to any of the 

Stewards or Leadership team.     Lesley 
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February 24th 

Sue Mitchell. There may still be ex youth club members who will 

remember Sue Wells (nee Mitchell) from SMC youth club days in 

the Sixties. Sue was the daughter of Ray & Betty Mitchell, who 

ran the youth club for a while before retiring to Cleveland. Sadly, 

Sue died suddenly on 7th February, aged just 67. She will be 

missed by the extended family in North Yorkshire.                Pat P 
 

March 3rd 

The Rev Michael Meech – Michael’s family have sent us details of 

his funeral, which will take place on Thursday 14th March 2019, 

2.45pm at Epsom Methodist Church. This will be followed by the 

committal at Randall’s Park Crematorium at 4.15pm, and 

afterwards at Tyrrells Wood Golf Club. 
 

Incidentally…. 
 

Again this year we hosted the Easter Experience performed by 
Spinnaker Trust, giving about 200   9-10 year old Year 5s from 
Meadow, Auriol and Cuddington Schools an interactive 
(sometimes very interactive!) telling of the Easter story. 
 

The experience was then set up at Ruxley Church on the evening 
of Tuesday 12th, for adults to be led through a moving experience 
of Holy Week 

 
Local Charities 

It was announced from the Pulpit recently that as a church we will 

now give a proportion of our ‘giving’ to a local charity which the 

congregation can nominate. We were asked to let the Stewards 

know our preferred charity.  

It was also announced that a ‘Benevolent Fund’* was being 

explored whilst the issue of transportation for some of the 

congregation is being considered, and it will be discussed at the 

Church ACM after Service on 28th April 
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What’s on at Stoneleigh Methodist Church:     Regular Events 
 

unless otherwise specified, contact 020 8393 2155, or use our 

website contact form (stoneleighmethodist.church/contact) 
 

• Badminton -     Monday morning 11am-12.30pm     

• Conquest Art - Monday afternoon  contact 020 8393 4116. 

• Slimming -       Monday evening     contact 020 8224 1626 
 or https://www.slimwiththepinks.com. 

• Keep Fit -        Tuesday morning   contact   020 8224 1626 
 or https://www.slimwiththepinks.com. 

• Tuesday Fellowship –Term-time  

Tuesday afternoon 2:30-4:00pm. 

• Beavers, Cubs and Scouts - Tuesday evening 

• Knit & Natter -     2nd & 4th Wednesday 10 -12 noon 

• Ewell Court WI - 1st Wednesday afternoon of the month. 

 Contact 020 8393 3031. 

• Badminton -        Wednesday afternoon 1.30-3.00pm  

contact 020 8393 3725 

• Film Club - occasional Wednesdays evenings,  

see posters for more detail 

• Badminton -         Wednesday evening   7:45-9:15pm    

contact  020 8393 9779  

• Carers and Toddlers - Thursday morning 10am-11.30am. 

• Brownies & Guides - Thursday evening 

• Pilates -           Thursday evening   contact 07921 706597  

or www.just-pilates.uk.com. 

• Table Tennis -      Friday afternoon. 

• Rainbows -          Friday afternoon 

• Age Concern Afternoon Tea - monthly 2nd Sunday 2.30 – 
4.45pm  contact 01372 732456  
https://ageconcernepsom.org.uk. 

 
Note that some of these activities are run by our church, and some by 
outside organisations, but all will welcome new attenders.  

https://ageconcernepsom.org.uk/
https://ageconcernepsom.org.uk/
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Congratulations 
 to Neve and Jade who received their 
Gold Awards recently. Pictured here 

with their District Commissioner 
Denise Gould with a celebratory cake. 

See write up on page 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some photographs of the ‘Meet the Neighbours’ Tea Party 
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Conquest Art 
 

Peter West finished this wonderful sculpture in  
mid-March 2019 

 
 


