
   

Welcome to the ‘virtual’ 

Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Today’s Service 

  Sunday 22nd March 2020 

10:30am: Mothering Sunday by Valerie Ashcroft 
 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma, our Local Preachers, and others within the Church and beyond. 

Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility 
limited, and consider whether they might welcome a call from friends. 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased. Hebrews 13:16 

Notices 

During the present Coronavirus situation we will not be worshipping at Church, but we 
will continue to issue a weekly NewsSheet each Sunday, and we will encourage the 
planned preacher to create the weekly service. The combined sheet will be circulated to 
members either by email (to those who currently receive the NewsSheet by email), or 
through your letter box if we possibly can. It will also be posted onto the SMC website 
in the normal way. If you’d like to be added to our email circulation list, or know 
someone who might appreciate this, just let me know. We will do our best to ensure all 
members are kept ‘in the loop’ - Robin 

Joan Tolley. Joan’s funeral Service (family only) will be at Kingston Crematorium at 
11:40am this Tuesday, 24th March.  

Maureen (Joan’s daughter) writes “I have decided to go ahead with the Crematorium 
Service and to postpone the Thanksgiving Service until we can all meet together freely and 
safely. It is not what I would have liked for Mum but I think the sense of disappointment is 
more bearable than the worry about possible risks to people’s health” Pat P 

Peter Poole Peter’s funeral will be at the North East Surrey Crematorium (Morden), 
11:20am on Friday 24th April. At the moment we are hoping to follow that with a light 
lunch at SMC from 12:30pm but, as things are at the moment, we cannot be confident 
about that. Full details, times etc will follow as they become available. Lesley 

Foodbank have announced: we are here, we are open, but we are operating slightly 
differently. All food parcels are being pre-packed as much as possible, so do please let us 
know in advance which centre you are coming to, and how many people your voucher is 
for. You can call us on 07380 667995 or 07599 781128. We are unable to offer a cuppa/chat 
or one-to-one service at this time. Please be patient with us and our volunteers at this time. 



Light a Candle in your window on Sunday 7:00pm. Church leaders in Britain and Ireland 
have urged Christians to take part in a National Day of Prayer and Action about the 
coronavirus on Sunday 22nd March. 

We have the great privilege and freedom to be able to call upon God, wherever we are, 
individually and corporately, for healing in our nation.” 

People are asked to light a candle in their window at 7 p.m. on Sunday “as a visible symbol 
of the light of life, Jesus Christ”. 

 

Clocks go Forward next Sunday (29th) – not even the Coronavirus 
can stop time, so next weekend we get 1 hour less isolation. Clocks 

go forward 1 hour at 2:00am, jumping to 3:00am without 
passing Go! 

 

In case you missed it . . . 

Christian Bookshop. With the closure of CLC in Tolworth and the Dovecote at Epsom 
Methodist Church, our closest Christian Bookshop is the newly opened 'The King's 
Storeroom', part of Kingston URC on Eden Street, behind Eden Walk. Why not pop in 
and browse if you are out that way. Poster on our board. Robin 

Jobbing Gardener – are you looking for a reliable, mature person to do odd jobs, 
tidying up etc, in your garden at a reasonable price. Contact me and I can put you in 
touch with someone I have known for years. Denise 

Help – do you have any unwanted CDs? I’d love to have them. Denise 

Contact Details 

Postal Address: 1 Stoneleigh Crescent, Stoneleigh, Epsom KT19 0RT 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) -contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

Minister: minister@stoneleighmethodist.church, or Skype is available by arrangement 

All items for future NewsSheets –please email to news@stoneleighmethodist.church 
if you can, from where they will be automatically redirected to those compiling the 
next edition; alternatively, pass to Denise or Robin, or drop into the Church letter box 
under the arches by room 1. We will make every effort to get late entries published. 
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Service 

John 9.1-41  

Jesus gives sight to a man born blind, who comes to ‘see’ him for who he truly 

is. But Jesus’ critics refuse to see as the man sees, and their attitudes reveal a 

more sinister kind of blindness. 

Call to worship 

 based on Psalm 23 

 

The Lord is our shepherd, 

we shall not want. 

He makes us lie down in green pastures. 

He leads us beside still waters. 

Come, let us worship the Lord, the holy God, 

and let our souls be restored. 

Amazing Grace – how sweet the sound (StF 440) 

A prayer of approach 

As we come before your throne, 

take away our blindness, Lord. 

Open our eyes that we might truly see you: 

our shepherd, our comforter, our redeemer. 

Amen. 

A prayer of confession 

God of grace, forgive the blindness that stops us  

from seeing the best in people, 

assuming that we are always right, so others must be wrong. 

 

Forgive the blindness that sometimes makes us  

regard some people as inferior,  

or when we haven’t allowed them a point of view  

because of disability or status. 

 

Forgive our blindness to poverty, to prejudice, to injustice. 

Forgive our blindness when we see people as ‘nobodies’. 

 

Forgive us, Lord, and open our eyes to wonder and to possibilities,  

to relationships and to community. 

Amen. 

Declaration of forgiveness 

Christ is faithful and just and forgives all who truly repent. Thanks be to God. 

Amen 
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A prayer of praise and adoration 

based on Psalm 23 

 

Thank you, Lord, for the good gifts that you have given us. 

We praise you because you have prepared a banquet for us: 

you have anointed us with oil and our cup overflows. 

Thank you that your goodness and mercy 

follows us all the days of our lives, 

and we will dwell in your house our whole life long. 

We give you thanks and praise that when we are far off,  

when we are blind to everything around us,  

you do not abandon us,  

but you come and find us, you seek us out. 

Thank you, Lord. 

Amen. 

1 Samuel 16: 1-13 

Samuel Anoints David 

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 

rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am 

sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 

Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to 

anoint for me the one I indicate.” 

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of 

the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate 

yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and 

his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 

stands here before the Lord.” 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for 

I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People 

look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel 

said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass 

by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of 

his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen 

these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and 

had a fine appearance and handsome features. 
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Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. 

Samuel then went to Ramah. 

Ephesians 5: 8-14 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 

children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have 

nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 

It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 

illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 

    rise from the dead, 

    and Christ will shine on you.” 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want (StF 480) 

John 9: 1-41 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so 

that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must 

do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 

put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this 

word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

8 His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t 

this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. 

He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could 

see.” 

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 

“I don’t know,” he said. 

  



The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day 

on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 

15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He 

put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep 

the Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were 

divided. 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? 

It was your eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this 

the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born 

blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask 

him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because 

they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone 

who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to 

God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do 

know. I was blind but now I see!” 

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We 

are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 

fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” 

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 

comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 

sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever 

heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 

us!” And they threw him out. 

Spiritual Blindness 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 



36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 

you.” 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind 

will see and those who see will become blind.” 

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? 

Are we blind too?” 

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that 

you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

I am not skilled to understand (StF 349) 

Prayers of intercession 

Light of the world, 

we pray for those who suffer prejudice because of any kind of disability 

– physical, emotional, social or mental:  

help us to recognise our prejudices  

and to treat all people equally. 

Open our eyes that we might see. 

 

We pray for all who work for a fairer and more just society, 

where all can be free to live,  

no matter what their circumstances. 

Open our eyes that we might see. 

 

We pray for all who walk in darkness, 

with no light and little hope:  

may they know the joy that only you can bring. 

Open our eyes that we might see. 

 

Heal those who mourn, suffering loss and sadness; 

those who are alone, rejected by family and friends; 

those who are outcasts in our society. 

Lord, show us how to be instruments of your healing.  

Open our eyes that we might see. 

Amen. 

A reflective way into prayer 

Invite everyone to shut their eyes, and to imagine what it must have been like 

for the man born blind in a society that had neither sympathy nor a means of 

helping him. Imagine now meeting Jesus – you can’t see him, but he is in front 

of you and you can hear his voice. He is calling you, seeking you out. He 

touches your eyes. He puts something on them. He asks you to wash in the 

pool. Why did he seek you out? Why did he heal you? After a pause, invite 

people to open their eyes. You are now face to face with Jesus. What do you 

see? What do you say? 
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A prayer for all ages together 

Invite people to put their hands over their eyes, lifting them at the refrain. 

 

When people are sad and lonely: 

open our eyes, Lord, that we may share your light with all. 

 

When society makes life difficult for disabled people: 

open our eyes, Lord, that we may share your light with all. 

 

When someone feels left out at school (or…): 

open our eyes, Lord, that we may share your light with all. 

 

When people feel that nobody cares: 

open our eyes, Lord, that we may share your light with all. 

Amen. 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart (StF 545) 

 

A sending out prayer 

Take the light of Christ out from this place today, 

and share it, 

that all may have the opportunity to see. 

Amen. 

 

 

A personal prayer 

Read Psalm 23 aloud slowly (with quiet reflective music playing, if you wish). 

Read it several times, perhaps from different translations. Make this your 

prayer for the week, and let your soul be restored. 
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