
Welcome to the ‘virtual’ 
Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday 9 August 2020 

10:30am: Morning Worship  

 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma, our Stewards; for others within the Church and beyond, and for the 
continued health of our key workers and all the National Health Service, on whom we depend so 
much now, and at all times. 

Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and 
consider whether they might welcome a call from friends.  

“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?” 1 Peter 3:13 

Notices 

Our Services during August will be taken from the Methodist Church website 

Reopening the Church Centre – Where are we? Most members will be aware that the 
Government has declared that Churches may reopen for individual and congregational worship, 
subject to a few conditions. You may also have seen the results of those conditions on TV and in 
the papers. The ‘headline’ conditions (at the moment) are that congregational singing is not 
allowed, you can’t sit next to friends you don’t live with, and you must stay at least 3 feet apart 
from others at all times. And, from yesterday, face masks changed from being recommended to 
being a must in Church. 

The results of our recent ‘Reopening Questionnaire’ were circulated to Church Council members at 
the end of July and will be helpful in focusing the next steps for reopening the Church for Worship. 
To reopen the whole Church Centre we need to qualify as ‘Covid Secure’ – the first stage was to 
prepare a ‘Risk Assessment’ to show we have identified risks from the virus, consider how those 
risks can be reduced, and set out what we will do to make the Centre safe for everyone. This was 
completed and agreed by Church Council at the end of July; the next step is a Legionella test on 
our water supplies to make sure no problems have arisen over the past 5 months – this is expected 
mid-August. 

Assuming all goes well, we will then work through the Risk Assessment document with a ‘test’ 
user, also with a test congregation, before moving forward if we are happy with the results. Our 
priority is the safety of everyone who comes into the Church Centre for whatever reason, and we 
will not be rushing. Catherine is the ‘lead’ person for the return to use, and I will be dealing with 
the practical needs (and reading the constant ‘information updates’) – so you can contact either of 
us. More on the next stages next week. Robin 

 

  



And a litany prepared by Rev Michaela Youngson (Chair of the London Methodist District) 

We thought we knew how the world was meant to be, 

Day followed night, every week had a Sunday and that was the day for church 

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? 

We thought we knew how the world was meant to be. 

We made our plans, held our meetings,  

kept the roof on the church and the show on the road 

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? 

We thought we knew how the world was meant to be. 

We would see colleagues, friends, loved ones again,  

and we would embrace, laugh and share stories as we always have. 

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? 

And now we know something new, 

We know that the world is not ours to control, and that our plans are confounded by the 
smallest microbe. 

And now we know something new, 

We know that the church is not committee, agendas and buildings, 

It is in homes, streets, hospitals, throughout the land. 

God is teaching us a new song for a new land, 

And now we know something new, 

We only have today with those we love, today is the day 

To say ‘I love you, to mend an argument, to hold on tight 

God is teaching us a new song for a new land. 

Around the Trolley 

Chris sends thanks for all the cards and kind wishes she received during and after her recent 
hospital stay – all much appreciated. 

Margaret & Jack have settled in well to their new home in Worcester Park. 

It was Jean’s 90th this week – congratulations to her from us all. 

A New Arrival. On Tuesday, 28th July 2020, I became a great grandad for the second time when my 
grandson Paul (daughter Jackie’s son) and his partner Tara had another little boy (7lbs-ish), a 
brother for Archie – 2 years old on 20th August. No name as yet - the parents cannot decide on a 
name! Jim 

I was very impressed with the account from the Scout leadership of all the activities they have 
maintained with the young people in last week’s News Sheet. Congratulations to all concerned. 
Are we going to see a Badge for developing “virtual skills” I wonder? Helen 

Contact Details 

Postal Address: 1 Stoneleigh Crescent, Stoneleigh, Epsom KT19 0RT 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church


 

Sunday 9 August 2020 

 

 

This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use whilst we are unable to use 
Methodist Church premises.  If you are well enough why not spend a few moments with 
God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with you. 

 

Opening Prayer 

I come this day to worship You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Open my heart, to receive Your 
love, my soul to receive Your Spirit and my mind to know to Your truth. For Your glory. 
Amen.  
 
 
Hymn: StF 51 Great is thy faithfulness 
 
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen to it here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 

 
 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be: 

 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love: 

 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk


 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 
Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) 

 

 

Let us pray together 

God of grace, I praise You. I praise You for who You are: creator, faithful, rescuer, and holy. I 
praise that, even though I cannot be with others to worship You, I can feel that You are 
here in my heart. 
I praise You, for all the blessings You have given me. For family, for friends, for a 
relationship with You. Help me not to take You for granted. 
God of grace, as I worship You this morning, help me to be transformed by Your love, and in 
the power of Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-33  

 

Time to Reflect 

I am sure we can all relate to Peter. Throughout the gospels we get a picture of someone 
who does not always think before he speaks, if we take Peter’s confession in Matthew 
16:13-20 and think – did he rush his confession of faith or not? Only a few verses later Jesus 
rebukes him. 

And it is the same in this reading. Peter is singled out while the others stay in the boat. 

Jesus says to his disciples ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid’ when he walks on the water 
to the disciples in the boat. Should this have been enough for Peter as it was for the others? 
No, Peter being Peter, wants to try and walk on the water. 

Perhaps, the message today, for us, is one of trust as we journey as disciples through these 
difficult times? Jesus says to us, as he said to Peter, “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid”. 

Take a time to sit quietly 



A time of prayer 

Almighty God, I come now to pray for Your world. Your world which is full of brokenness, 
injustice, and inequality. I bring before You the rulers of the world, local or national, and pray 
that they would remember that all power comes from You. 
 
Almighty God, I pray for your church. I pray that during these times we would unite in worship 
and service. I pray for my local church, and its ministers/pastors, that they would be 
strengthened by Your Spirit. 
 
Almighty God, I pray for those known to me and name them before You. And, I pray for 
myself, that I would be transformed by Your Spirit, and live in the love which You have given 
me through Jesus.  
 
In the name of Jesus, I pray. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father …… 

 
Hymn: Listen to Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer by Keith & Kristyn Getty 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLr5Y_vW3wA 

or sing a verse of a hymn that comes to mind 

 
A prayer of blessing 
As this time of worship ends, 
and I enter into the storms of life,  
and the uncertainties which may come, 
may I take heart that Jesus is present, 
and ever live for His holy name. 
And may the blessing of God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with me, and those whom I cherish in my heart, now and always. 
Amen. 

Original Materials by Matthew Ramsden, Local Preacher from Bolton Methodist Circuit 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLr5Y_vW3wA


Matthew 14:22-33 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,[a] for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.” 
28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind,[b] he became frightened, and beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, 
the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God”. 

Copied from Bible Gateway and last accessed on 22 June 2020. 

Hymns reproduced under CCL 19650 

 

 

 

Minister: 020 8393 2322, emmacusack121019@yahoo.com, or Skype is available by arrangement. The 
Minister’s Rest Day is Friday. 

News/Service sheet. If you’d like to be added to our email circulation list, or know someone who 
might appreciate this, just let me know. Jeananne and I are doing our very best to ensure all members 
are kept ‘in the loop’ – Robin 

Christ Church with St Philip will return on the 16th August. On the 9th August the Service will be at 
the Lantern with Deacon Dawn - https://www.facebook.com/LanternMethodist to join them. 

Surbiton Hill Methodist Church, 10:30am Sunday at shmc.online.church. 

The Methodist Church is offering ‘Dial-a Prayer’ free of charge, updated every Thursday 
afternoon, on 0808 281 2514. There’s also weekly news, again free, on 0808 281 2478. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer by Zoom and it’s open to all. Email to 
publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23622a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23628b
https://www.facebook.com/LanternMethodist
https://shmc.online.church/
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk

