
Welcome to the ‘virtual’ 
Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday 20 September 2020 

10:30am: Morning Worship 
6:30pm: Evening Worship 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma, our Stewards and Jeananne; for others within the Church and beyond, and 
for the continued health of our key workers and all the National Health Service, on whom we 
depend so much now, and at all times. 

Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and 
consider whether they might welcome a call from friends.  

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
him, and he will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 

Notices 

Brenda & Ken will be celebrating their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on Thursday 24th 
September. They’d like you all to know that, because of the Covid restrictions, the face to face 
celebration will have to be limited to close family members only. Congratulations to Brenda & Ken 
from the whole Church Family. Robin 

Evening Service The first evening service via Zoom will be on Sunday 20th September at 6:30pm. To 
join the Zoom Meeting from your laptop or mobile go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5582729094 
and use Meeting ID: 558 272 9094. 
As well as joining this meeting on a computer, tablet or smartphone, did you know you can listen 
in to Zoom meetings (and those Zoom webinars like the recent Circuit meeting) by landline 
telephone. It’s as easy as dialling a local number (you’ll need a phone with buttons), tapping in a 
code – and off you go. No need to speak – just listen. Denise prefers to ’Zoom’ this way, so you’d, 
be in good company. 

I’ll take you through it step by step for this week’s evening service, so, at 6:30pm Sunday, when 
you’re ready and comfortable . . .  On your home phone, dial 0203 481 5240, listen to the 
announcement and enter the meeting ID, 5582729094 then # (hash); then, after the next 
announcement, # again. And that’s it, you should be connected and just need to listen. Hang up 
when the service finishes, or when you want to leave. Robin 

Church Centre reopening. We’ve reached agreement with the 3rd Stoneleigh Scout Group for them 
to restart their Tuesday meetings with effect from 29th September. They’ve have had to be 
creative in order to get all the young people back; both reducing times and, in one case, splitting to 
meet alternate weeks. We are happy to say that their Risk Assessment is in accord with our own, 
so we wish them all the best. Robin 

Reopening for Worship. Circuit have agreed that their Churches may reopen for Worship on 
Sunday 1st November, and it is now for our Church Council to decide when we can do so, after full 
consideration of our level of preparedness. Robin 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5582729094


Around the Trolley 

Whitechapel - don’t forget, we’re still happy to accept donations of clothing etc – just drop them 
off in our porch and I’ll get them into the trailer after a day or so. Robin 

Around the Borough (and sometimes a little beyond). Did you know that Jeananne not only 
delivers the NewsSheet personally every week to over a dozen of our members, but a little more 
as well. Here she tells us her story. 

“Last Saturday was a lovely delivery with lots of chats and even a coffee! Met up with Ruth in her 
drive as she was doing her weeding and we chatted exchanging news of people we had seen. She 
meets up with Barbara and Joan on Thursdays to walk in Auriol Park. 

On my way down to Hilda, I met Tom in his lovely front garden and was invited in to see his newly 
decorated hall, and a promise of another plant to be coming my way. My patio has many 
‘escapees’ from his garden, and they give me much pleasure. 

Chatted with Hilda sitting in her porch, and she was happy to hear news of you all. 

Onwards to Jean who invited me in for coffee, and as she loves catching up on everyone we had a 
happy hour (no alcohol though! ). 

Crossing over to the other side of The Broadway, I saw the sign for the newly opened Cockney 
Museum which should be worth a call in sometime, I hear they are serving pie and mash! Maybe a 
new venue for Tuesday Fellowship? 

Called on Hazel, but no reply, but later had a phone call from her to say she must have nodded off, 
it was great to have a chat, and  I said to her in the olden days i would have been the SMC version 
of Wells Fargo! 

Finishing up with Margaret and Jack in Worcester Park; they really love to keep in touch, and send 
best wishes to you all. Margaret had just had her hair cut and looked younger and brighter! 

I love walking around the grounds with the lovely gardens, and patios full of beautiful blooms. 
Jeananne   PS anyone want a knock on their door am very happy to oblige, coffee very acceptable. 

This lovely prayer in the new handbook, so made me smile, as most of you know how i love my 
coffee! 

 

As i drink my coffee, 

I thank God for the hands that poured, 

I thank God for the water that boiled. 

I thank God for the heat that was generated, 

I thank God for the beans that were ground, 

I thank God for the soil that was tilled. 

I thank God for the one who tilled, 

I thank God for the ground that was watered, 

I thank God for the sun that shone, 

I thank God for the earth that the sun shines upon, 

For God makes it and it is good. 

Just like my coffee. 

Paul Martin, Bolton and Rochdale District Chair 



Sunday 20 September 2020 

Service by the Rev Emma Cusack 

 

Opening Prayer 

Loving God I know that you are with me in every moment of my life but as I set this special 

time aside, I pray that I might feel your presence. [Pause]. I pray that you would send your 

Holy Spirit, that in the stillness I might hear your Word and be joined in fellowship with 

sisters and brothers who gather in your name this day. Amen. 

 

Let us pray together 

Gracious God, I praise you for who you are. For you are the Lord, the giver and sustainer of 

life whose nature is love. I thank you that even when I rebel against you, your 

unquenchable love seeks me out. I thank you that in Jesus, you made the first move and 

have rescued me. I pray that as your Word ministers to me, I might so open my heart to 

your grace that it might fill me, transform me and overflow into all my relationships and 

dealings with the world. Amen. 

 

Today’s Reading from the Old Testament Exodus 16: 2-15 2The whole congregation of the 

Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to 

them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 

fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 

this whole assembly with hunger.’ 

4Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 
whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what 
they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ 6So Moses and Aaron 
said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, 
because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?’ 8And Moses said, ‘When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the 
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining 
that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 
the LORD.’ 

9Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to 
the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole 



congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12‘I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God.” ’ 

13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said 
to them, ‘It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 20: 1-16 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 

who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with 

the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out 

about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4and he said to them, 

“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When 

he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five 

o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you 

standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to 

them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 

to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 

then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received 

the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 

with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 

this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs 

to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16So the last will be first, and the first 

will be last.’ 

 

Time to Reflect 

All Christians talk about grace but it seems to me that as Methodists we talk about grace a 

lot! This unearned, love of God in Jesus Christ freely offered to all people is both the 

foundation and heart of our worship, the sacraments and our new life in Christ. It is this 

grace that is expressed in God’s saving action toward us and nothing of our faith can ever 

be outside a response to God’s grace.  



In turning to Matthew 20 we reach Jesus’ parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard. The 

New Testament scholar Charles B. Cousar suggests that the best response a preacher can 

make to this text is to simply get out of the way of this challenging, perhaps even annoying 

picture of God’s grace. Why annoying? This story is told to Jesus’ disciples who have as 

Peter says “…left everything and followed [Jesus]” (Mt 11:27). It is to these that Jesus tells 

his story of workers who queue for their wage after a whole day toiling in the scorching 

sun. We can imagine their eyes popping when the latecomers receive a full day’s wage for 

but one hour’s work. If they have stumbled upon such generosity, what then will be their 

reward? Imagine then the knot in their stomachs as they receive nothing but the exact 

same coin as their colleagues who had hardly broken sweat. What employer would be so 

foolish as to alienate such faithful workers?  

This then is Jesus’ answer to his faithful follower’s enquiry about their reward. Confronted 

by the reality of God’s grace all legalistic religion, all bargaining with God finds its end. The 

reward is the work itself for it is carried out in the presence of the master. As we are 

confronted by this grace, so it poses a question. Is it enough for us to know that we labour 

in the presence and purpose of the God who loves us? As our story stands on the threshold 

of Holy Week in Matthew 21, are we content that we shall gather with last minute arrivals 

so that even a thief, in the last minutes of his life, finds a gracious promise of paradise?  

In our frustration, may we recall with humility, the grace first shown to us. Grace and 

peace. 

 

A time of prayer 

Loving God,  

I pray that the world might know your grace. As I begin to inhabit a “new normal”, I pray for 
wisdom for the leaders of the world that powerful nations might respond with that self-giving 
generosity that you bring to the world. 

On this peace Sunday, I pray for all those who respond to your love by making the first move 
to call an end to conflict. I pray for those caught up in conflict, those who flinch at the sound 
of explosives or gunshot.  

I pray for those slowly returning to collective worship as some places of worship reopen and 
for those who feel excluded from that worship.  

I ask your blessing on those close to me that even in these distanced times that you would 
give me the opportunity to reflect that grace first shown to me.  

I ask these prayers in the only way that I can; in the power of your Holy Spirit and in the name, 
grace and character of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father …… 

 

A prayer of blessing 

God to enfold you, 

Christ to uphold you, 

Spirit to keep you in heaven's sight ;  

so may God grace you, 

heal and embrace you, 

lead you through darkness 

into the light.  

John L. Bell (b. 1949) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 648 

Original Materials by Andrew M Emison 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

Postal Address: 1 Stoneleigh Crescent, Stoneleigh, Epsom KT19 0RT 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Donations of clothing etc for Whitechapel – please leave in porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road 

Online Services etc 

Christ Church with St Philip, 10:00am - facebook.com/christchurchsaintphilip. 

Surbiton Hill Methodist Church, 10:30am Sunday at shmc.online.church. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer by Zoom and it is open to all. Email to 
publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

The Methodist Church is offering ‘Dial-a Prayer’ free of charge, updated every Thursday 
afternoon, on 0808 281 2514. There’s also weekly news, again free, on 0808 281 2478. 

Methodist Church Year of Prayer on Tuesdays at 12:45pm – a 15 minute Service on Zoom and 

Facebook Live – full details on https://www.methodist.org.uk/yearofprayer/  

mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsaintphilip/
https://shmc.online.church/
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/yearofprayer/


September 22nd 2020 Evening Service via Zoom 
at 6.30pm 

led by Revd Emma Cusack 
 
Greetings 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Let us pray: 
Lord God of all that has been, 
all that is and all that will be, 
we have all been born and one day we all will die, 
but today is a day when all of us are here, 
here to worship and praise you. 
Accept, O God, 
all that we bring and all that we offer, 
in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Song StF 489  
 
All I once held dear, 
built my life upon, 
all this world reveres, 
and wars to own, 
all I once thought gain 
I have counted loss; 
spent and worthless now, 
compared to this. 

Knowing you, Jesus, 
knowing you, 
there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, you’re the best, 
you’re my joy, my righteousness, 
and I love you, Lord. 

 
Now my heart’s desire 
is to know you more, 
to be found in you 

and known as yours. 
To possess by faith 
what I could not earn, 
all-surpassing gift 
of righteousness. 
 
Oh, to know the power 
of your risen life, 
and to know you in 
your sufferings. 
To become like you 
 in your death, my Lord, 
 so with you to live 
 and never die. 

 
Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 
Words and Music: © 1993, Graham Kendrick / 
Make Way Music Ltd, PO Box 320, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. TN2 9DE UK. 
<www.grahamkendrick.co.uk> CCL 19650. 

 

 
Scripture Reading – Philippians 1:21-30 
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, 
this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am 
torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by 
far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, 
I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy 

http://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/


in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus 
will abound on account of me. 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I 
will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,[a] striving together as one for the faith 
of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This 
is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by 
God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, 
but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I 
had, and now hear that I still have. 
 
Reflection 
 
Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving 
We praise you, Lord, for all that you are, 
for the creation that is yours, 
for its beauty and wonder, its diversity and richness. 
We praise you for your presence and comfort 
that swaddle us in your purity and enrich us with your abundance. 
We praise you for your steadfastness 
that perseveres with us, faltering disciples and failing followers. 
We praise you that, day by day, you amaze and enrich us 
and reveal yourself in new and unexpected ways. 
We praise you that you are the same yesterday, 
today and for ever – and yet forever new. 
O Lord our God, you are indeed, 
from the depth of our being, 
highly to be praised. Amen. 
 
 
Song StF 18 
Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God. 
 
I am the Lord who saves and heals. 
I am the Lord who saves and heals. 
I am the Lord who saves and heals. 

 
In you, O Lord, I put my trust. 
In you, O Lord, I put my trust. 
In you, O Lord, I put my trust. 

   
Anonymous 

Based on Psalm 46:10–11 

 
Closing prayer 
Lord, give us a way to go, 
a path to follow, 
a purpose to fulfil 
and meaning to our deeds.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 

© Prayers from ROOTS 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1.21-30&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29389a

