
Welcome to the ‘virtual’ 
Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday 4 October 2020 

10:30am: Morning Worship 
6:30pm: Evening Worship 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma, Richard, our Stewards and Jeananne; for others within the Church and 
beyond, and for the continued health of our key workers and all the National Health Service, on 
whom we depend so much now, and at all times. 

Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and 
consider whether they might welcome a call from friends.  

“The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall." -Nelson Mandela 

Notices 

On-line Worship. It has been so good to have so many joining in the evening for worship. The first 
Sunday we had 36 and last Sunday we had 41. These figures do show how many are participating 
online and to God be the glory. There are between 10 and 14 joining online zoom for the Thursday 
morning prayer and all are welcome. Emma 

Church Centre reopening. The 3rd Stoneleigh Scout Group restarted their Tuesday meetings with 
effect from 29th September. Denise has written to all our regular users to offer them a restart and 
are in discussion with several. Meanwhile their original ‘slots’ are being protected. 

And just to demonstrate how ‘active’ the situation is, since I wrote the first draft of this note, a 
number of groups have agreed start dates with us. So, I can report that Rainbows and Table Tennis 
will restart on Friday 9th October, with Conquest Art following on Monday 12th – all these will be at 
their usual times. 

As a result of discussion with these groups, the gates to the Courtyard will be unlocked by the 9th 
and will then be left unlocked as before. Room 2 has been designated our Isolation room for 
anyone feeling unwell whilst at the Church Centre (in case a child feels ill). For meetings of the 
Youth Organisations we are recommending that parents are asked not to park in the car park, 
leaving that area clear for socially distanced arrival and departure. Robin 

An invitation from St John’s. I’ve been getting some valuable advice from St John’s Church (by the 
station) over the past few week – as they have been open for a little while now it has been useful 
to run ideas for our reopening past them. The Rev Ken Hobbs has sent an invitation to our 
congregation to join them at St John’s on a Sunday.  “We understand that you are yet to be able to 
open your doors and would welcome anyone who would like to attend a service with us.” They 
met at 10:00am, and you can see last week’s Service at stjohnsstoneleigh.org.uk/w/ Robin 

Whitechapel - don’t forget, we’re still happy to accept donations of clothing etc – just drop them 
off in our porch and I’ll get them into the trailer after a day or so. Robin 

http://stjohnsstoneleigh.org.uk/w/


Around the Trolley 

Brenda and Ken had their Golden Wedding Anniversary last Thursday, September 24th. 
Congratulations from everyone at SMC and Tuesday Fellowship. They wish to thank everyone for 
the cards, beautiful flowers and plants, and good wishes which they received on the occasion of 
their Diamond Wedding. 

 

Catherine and Steven with Elliot and Amy on Elliot's birthday in 
the middle of August. We had to meet up in a large park near St 
Albans' cathedral, a great space with large trees to sit under. 
Catherine 

 

Competition time!  A selection from the Caption Suggestions I’ve received so far for Pat’s kayaking 
picture: - 

‘For those in peril on the sea’ 

‘I'm told that it's even more fun in the water’ 

‘It was really hard work rowing backwards up that slope’  

‘Is that what happens when you back paddle!’ 

I’ll give it another week for those of you who’d like to contribute – 
remember, either by email or just give Denise or me a ring. Robin 

 

 

The Link – the new issue of the Church magazine has been printed and will be with you in the next 
few days. Robin 

Contact Details 

Postal Address: 1 Stoneleigh Crescent, Stoneleigh, Epsom KT19 0RT 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Donations of clothing etc for Whitechapel – please leave in porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road 

Online Services etc 

Christ Church with St Philip, 10:00am - facebook.com/christchurchsaintphilip. 

Surbiton Hill Methodist Church, 10:30am Sunday at shmc.online.church. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer by Zoom and it is open to all. Email to 
publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

The Methodist Church is offering ‘Dial-a Prayer’ free of charge, updated every Thursday 
afternoon, on 0808 281 2514. There’s also weekly news, again free, on 0808 281 2478. 

Methodist Church Year of Prayer on Tuesdays at 12:45pm – a 15 minute Service on Zoom and 

Facebook Live – full details on https://www.methodist.org.uk/yearofprayer/  

mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsaintphilip/
https://shmc.online.church/
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/yearofprayer/


Sunday 4 October 2020 – Morning Worship with Richard Graham 

Richard writes “with the morning service, you have the option to watch at any time on 
YouTube at https://youtu.be/5Mn2hyN-3J8, or you can join in with others and watch at 
10:30 on Zoom at https://bit.ly/2EGPJr1 or by phoning in with the relevant meeting ID and 
Passcode. Although in this instance it will just be a playout of the pre-recorded video, there 
will be the option to use the chat function and to have a virtual ‘coffee time’ once the 
service has finished. Going forward, as we return to our church building for worship and also 
allow people who might still be isolating to join in online, it is hoped that we will be able to 
follow a similar format, i.e. an option to join the service live via Zoom, and ‘catch up’ at any 
time afterwards via YouTube.” 

 

 

Loving Father, we still our souls now to remember that You are here with us, You are here in us, You 

are here for us. Lord Jesus, we worship You. Holy Spirit, we welcome You. 

 

Psalm 145: 1-9  (NIV)  

A psalm of praise. Of David. 

I will exalt you, my God the King; 

 I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

Every day I will praise you 

 and extol your name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

 his greatness no-one can fathom. 

One generation 

  commends your works to another; 

 they tell of your mighty acts.

They speak of the 

  glorious splendour of your majesty – 

 and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 

They tell of the power of your awesome works – 

 and I will proclaim your great deeds. 

They celebrate your abundant goodness 

 and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 

 slow to anger and rich in love. 

The Lord is good to all; 

 he has compassion on all he has made. 

 

A Prayer of Approach (Roots) 

Gracious God, 

we offer our hands to do your work; 

we offer our hearts to pray for your world; 

we offer our gifts to be used in your service; 

we offer our lives to be changed by your Spirit, 

and we offer our thanks 

 for all you have done for us.

Lord Jesus, sometimes it is hard 

when those who seem undeserving 

 are given as much 

as those who deserve the best. 

But, Lord, we trust you 

 to give each of us all that we need, 

and we offer ourselves in your service 

to give others all that we can, in your name. 

Amen. 

 

  

https://youtu.be/5Mn2hyN-3J8
https://bit.ly/2EGPJr1


Hymn: Singing the Faith 81 

Now thank we all our God, 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

in this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and him who reigns 

with them in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heaven adore, 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

 

 

 

Martin Rinkart (1586–1649) 
translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878) 
Public Domain 

 

A Prayer of Praise (500) 

Heavenly Father, we praise you because you are so wonderful, 

and we thank you for being so great. 

We praise you for making the world, 

and we thank you for holding it in your hands. 

We praise you for your power and glory, 

and we thank you for all that you do. 

We praise you that you love us so much, 

and we thank you for all that you are. 

We praise you that you know us completely, 

and we thank you for loving us still. 

We praise you for coming in Jesus, 

and we thank you that he came to make our lives new. 

We praise you that he knows what it is like to live in this world, 

and we thank you that he knows what it means to be us. 

We praise you for his life, death and resurrection, 

and we thank you that he lived and died for us all. 

We praise you for those who help us when we are hurting, 

and we thank you for those who hold us when we are sad. 

We praise you for those who stand by us, 

and we thank you for those who never stop caring, even when we are wrong. 

We praise you for those whose words and deeds make your love real, 

and we thank you for those whose care brings us hope, peace and love. 

We praise you that nothing will ever stop you loving us, 

and we thank you that Jesus’ love is for all. 

We ask by your Holy Spirit that everything we say and do will bring praise to your name. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Confession (MWB) 

We think about those times in the past week where we have fallen short of God's glory – for those 

times we were silent when we should have spoken out for Him, for those times where our actions 

and deeds fell short of His glory and His plan, and those times we have not been good stewards of 

His creation in all its forms. 

Father, we seek your forgiveness 

and resist your life-renewing Spirit no longer. 

Lift us up and enable us to celebrate your love 

made known to us in the risen Christ. 



Loving God, Father of all, Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Lord of Life, Have mercy on us. 

We confess to God and to each other 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed; 

may God have mercy on us. 

May God grant us pardon, 

forgiveness of all our sins, 

time to amend our lives, 

and the grace and comfort of His Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Readings: 

John 6: 1-14  (NIV) 

Jesus feeds the five thousand 

Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee, and a great crowd of people followed him 

because they saw the signs he had performed by healing those who were ill. Then Jesus went up on 

a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we 

buy bread for these people to eat?’ He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what 

he was going to do. 

Philip answered him, ‘It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one 

to have a bite!’ 

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small 

barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?’ 

Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down 

(about five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 

those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces that are left over. 

Let nothing be wasted.’ So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five 

barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is 

to come into the world.’ 

 

 

1 Corinthians 12: 12-21, 27-31a (NIV) 

Unity and diversity in the body 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ. For we were all baptised by one Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews or Gentiles, 

slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. And so the body is not made up of one 

part but of many. 

Now if the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for 

that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do 

not belong to the body,’ it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body 

were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the 

sense of smell be? 



But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 

If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’ And the head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t 

need you!’  

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God has placed in the 

church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of 

helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 

interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 660 

Called by Christ to be disciples 

every day in every place, 

we are not to hide as hermits 

but to spread the way of grace; 

citizens of heaven’s kingdom, 

though this world is where we live, 

as we serve a faithful Master, 

faithful service may we give. 

Richly varied are our pathways, 

many callings we pursue: 

may we use our gifts and talents 

always, Lord, to honour you; 

so in government or commerce, 

college, hospice, farm or home, 

whether volunteers or earning, 

may we see your kingdom come.

Hard decisions may confront us, 

urging us to compromise; 

still obedience is our watchword — 

make us strong and make us wise! 

Secular is turned to sacred, 

made a precious offering, 

as our daily lives are fashioned 

in submission to our King. 

 

 

 

 
Martin Leckebusch 

© 1999, Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
Reproduced under CCLI Licence number 19650 

 

Reflection 

The story of Jesus feeding the five thousand is one that we might all be familiar with, whether we have 

been brought up as Christians or came to faith later in our lives. It's one of the 'feel good' stories of 

Christianity – on the front of it, we have a number of people at an event who need something to eat, 

and Jesus performs a miracle by spreading around the five loaves and two fish around the gathered 

crowd and them all having plenty to eat, and baskets being left over. 

What I want to look at today isn't the miracle, or even the fact that only one person in that crowd 

thought to take a packed lunch with them, but more that the boy who did have that lunch was willing 

to give it away, despite the fact it would have been obvious to everybody there that the amount of 

food he had should have been nowhere near enough to feed a crowd that size. He saw that there was a 

need for his food to be shared, so he did. He stepped up when it was most important to offer what he 

had. 

Our passage from 1 Corinthians is also a well-known passage. In it, Paul is saying that all of us have a 

part to play: "We are all baptised by one Spirit to form one body," he says, "Even so, the body is not 

made up of one part but of many." He ends the section on a rhetorical note, because the answer to the 

questions is obviously 'no'! He makes sure that his readers pick up on the fact that each of the 

positions he refers to in the church aren't necessarily listed in a hierarchical order, nor is one more 

important than the other, but instead all are used to form one Body of Christ. Different translations 

mention different roles; other versions mention helpers and administrators and others mention people 

in government. In our modern church we should perhaps include the cleaners, those who run the AV 

desk, maintain the building, prepare flowers, serve refreshments – and even those who just sit in 

silence on a Sunday morning, listening and learning. 

Sometimes we may not feel like we have much to offer. Some recent conversations I've had have had 

this underlying theme – that the person concerned doesn't feel like they have much to offer; a 

situation possibly made worse at the moment in our current society and the things going on in the 

world.  



But that isn't true. Everybody has something to offer to God, and much of the time we just need to 

have that understanding of what it is, and that willingness to step up and give. 

This is perhaps more important to remember at the moment when our church is scattered. We may not 

be seeing each other as regularly as we once did, and there are people who still might feel especially 

isolated. But we all still do have a part to play in the church, no matter how small. 

The past six months or so have been an ideal time for us to step back from our normal daily lives and 

take stock of what God has for us. It might seem strange to say, but the beginning of Lockdown was a 

strange time full of promise – people did have that chance to step back and look at what was going on. 

People made plans of 'lockdown projects', and I'm sure you can think about the plans you made 

yourself for what to do. For others, life continued almost as normal – work continued, or in my case 

started, and there was a great shift in how things happened. 

But how many of us have used this time to seek God more? My hope is that at least some of us have! 

As things begin to return to some sort of normality, it might be so easy to return to our old ways. If 

you started Lockdown with a time of Bible reading and prayer every day, are you still doing it? 

Just like that boy who gave what he had to Jesus, small as it was, to feed a big crowd, we should not 

underestimate the gifts that God has given to us, and we should be willing to return it to him. We may 

seem insignificant at times, and our gifts and talents may seem overlooked, or we may not seem as if 

we have any gifts or talents, but God has given us what he wants to give us, and what he wants us to 

use for him. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 670 

We have nothing to give 

that didn’t first come from your hand; 

we have nothing to offer you 

which you did not provide. 

Every good, perfect gift comes from 

your kind and gracious heart, 

and all we do is give back to you 

what always has been yours. 

Lord, we’re breathing the breath 

that you gave us to breathe, 

to worship you, to worship you. 

And we’re singing these songs 

with the very same breath, 

to worship you, to worship you. 

Who has given to you 

that it should be paid back to him? 

Who has given to you 

as if you needed anything? 

From you and to you and through you 

come all things, O Lord, 

and all we do is give back to you 

what always has been yours. 

Lord, we’re breathing the breath . . . 

 

 
Matt Redman 

© 2004, Thankyou Music. 
Reproduced under CCLI Licence number 19650 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession & Petition (500) 

Let us pray for the church, 

the one church of Jesus Christ throughout the world, 

the church that reaches all the way back through two thousand years 

and all across the world today. 

Let us pray for guidance, encouragement and a genuine awareness 

of the immense privilege of belonging to the people of God. 

Let us ask God to fill his church with the Holy Spirit, 

that we may be equipped to worship him in the way he deserves. 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray for the message of the church. 

Let us thank God that we do have something to say, 

a message to declare 

and good news to announce to the whole world. 



Let us thank God for Jesus and that because of him 

and his life, death and resurrection 

we have something good to share with our family and friends. 

Let us ask God for the power of the Spirit 

to enable us to share his love with those we meet 

at work or in the world. 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us confess the opportunities we have missed 

and the times we have failed to take the name of Jesus on our lips. 

Let us confess our lack of using our gifts and our talents 

to serve you as you intended. 

Let us confess the times 

when our words and deeds have done little or nothing to bring God glory. 

Let us confess our failure to live in such a way 

that our lives bring hope and joy to our neighbour 

and the peace of God to those we meet. 

 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray for the church 

as it seeks to respond to the questions and problems of the world, 

especially in this time of uncertainty over the Coronavirus 

and a time when many still feel isolated. 

Let us ask for God’s wisdom and guidance 

as we seek to speak in his name before a watching, waiting world. 

Let us ask God to speak to us through his word 

and through the Christian books we read, 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may be more fully equipped 

to answer the fears, worries and deep concerns of those around us. 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray for the whole life of this church, 

whether we are at Stoneleigh or Ruxley, or elsewhere in the Circuit, 

and especially for all opportunities that are provided for fellowship with each other 

and for the nurture of our faith in Christ; 

for all meetings for men and for women 

and for all those who lead them; 

for those who belong to house groups 

and for a renewed openness to others. 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray for the witness of the church 

and for its mission to the local community; 

for that time in the near future when we return from our Exile 

and are able to worship and welcome others into our churches again; 

for our plans for evangelism 

for sharing the message of Christ with our neighbour; 

and for our service to those in need of help, care and support; 

Let us ask God to fill each of us with the Holy Spirit, 

that we may have the right words to offer the message of hope and love. 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 



 

Let us pray for those in need 

of the hope and joy of the good news we have to share; 

for those who are lonely and those who are alone; 

for those whose lives are filled with fear and frustration; 

for those who are under pressure at home or at work 

and for those who feel that they cannot cope any longer; 

for those who are being crushed by the strain of living 

and for those whose lives are drifting further and further from God. 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray for one another. 

Let us pray for any we know to be in special need. 

Let us pray for those situations that are on our own hearts and minds at this time, 

and in the silence we bring our prayers to the Lord. 

 

The Lord hears our prayer. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your Name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 415 

The Church of Christ, in every age 

beset by change but Spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 

Across the world, across the street, 

the victims of injustice cry 

for shelter and for bread to eat, 

and never live until they die. 

Then let the servant Church arise, 

a caring Church that longs to be 

a partner in Christ’s sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ’s humanity. 

For He alone, whose blood was shed, 

can cure the fever in our blood, 

and teach us how to share our bread 

and feed the starving multitude. 

We have no mission but to serve 

in full obedience to our Lord: 

to care for all, without reserve, 

and spread His liberating Word. 

 

Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) 
© 1971, Stainer & Bell Ltd,  

Reproduced under CCLI Licence number 19650 

 

  



Closing Prayer from Nehemiah 1: 5-11 (adapted by Jeananne Holtorp) 

We have been looking at the book of Nehemiah in our Monday Night Housegroup. Nehemiah was a guy 

who faced great opposition when he went back to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls of the shattered city. 

Our focus in these Bible studies was how Nehemiah dealt with the negative attitudes of those around 

him and only focused on the positives! Nehemiah prayed boldly and often, asking God for help with all 

his problems, and that influenced me to do just that for our church, night and day. In the morning 

outside our church and at home in the evening, until we reopen! 

So here is Nehemiah’s prayer adapted by me for our situation now. 

Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who 

love him and keep his commandments, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer 

your servant is praying before you night and day, for your servants, the people of this church, and this 

community.  

Heavenly Father forgive us if we have given in to negativity, which has stopped us from being hopeful 

and expectant, that we can find a way both to serve, and be a blessing, for our congregation and our 

community here in Stoneleigh. We thank you that we have new stewards and a new Leadership Team, 

and ask that you bless them and anoint them with a sense of unity and purpose, and that we as a 

congregation would uphold them in prayer and give them every support.  

I pray that our doors would open and people will return, remembering that God said to Moses that he 

would gather his people from the farthest horizon to the place that he had chosen as his dwelling place 

for His name. So we too must be ever hopeful of people returning, remembering that Stoneleigh 

Methodist Church was chosen all those years ago, to glorify God’s Holy name. 

These are your servants and your people whom you have redeemed by your great strength and your 

mighty hand. Lord let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayers of 

your servants, here in this church who delight in revering your name. 

Grant us success, and may we always trust and follow your purposes, and your direction in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Blessing (500) 

Because he is the one who called you, 

he is the one who sends you! 

Go now in his name and glorify the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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To join the Evening Service go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5582729094 and use Meeting ID: 
558 272 9094. 
On your home phone, dial 0203 481 5240, listen to the announcement and enter the meeting 
ID, 5582729094 then # (hash); then, after the next announcement, # again. And that’s it, you 
should be connected and just need to listen. Hang up when the service finishes, or when you 
want to leave.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5582729094

