
Welcome to the ‘virtual’ 
Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday 6 December 2020 

10:30am: Morning Worship with Richard Graham 
Watch live on YouTube: youtu.be/NADxYTG7mt8 or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

6:00pm: ‘Still Waters’ with Deacon Dawn Canham 
Join on Zoom – details at the end of this sheet 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma, for Richard and Dawn, for our Stewards; for others within the Church and 
beyond who continue to work tirelessly for the benefit of all, and for the continued health of our 
key workers and all the National Health Service, on whom we depend so much now, and at all 
times. 

Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and 
consider whether they might welcome a call from friends.  

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God – not by works, so that no-one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 

Advent 2 

We light the first candle to say that we believe in the healing light of God. 
The light of God shows up our faults and failings.  
Dare we light the second candle? 
By its light we see forgiveness offered freely to us, though it cost God everything. 
We light the second candle to affirm that we believe in the power of forgiving love. 

Notices 

The Church will be reopening for congregational worship from this Sunday, 
It’s been quite a while since we were able to worship together in person, and 
it is very possible that you might like to wait a few more weeks before coming 
back yourself. That’s absolutely fine, and you will continue to get your NewsSheet 
delivered. Just to let you know, though, that Val has decorated the front (no tree I’m afraid, as 
we’re only there for two short ‘services’), but what there is, is very good indeed, including the Crib 
scene and the special Christmas hangings, and the Advent ring. 

There are a few changes required by the Government to help protect you if you do come; perhaps 
I can just go through them. There will be door Stewards there to help you of course. 

• Masks must be worn by everyone except the preacher and readers when speaking (unless 
you are exempt of course). 

• The pews are marked out to help you, or your family group, sit at least 2metres apart – not 
all pews are in use. 

https://youtu.be/NADxYTG7mt8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


• Singing is not allowed (you can hum!) 

• The words of all the hymns and readings are on the NewsSheet which you will be given as 
you enter – hand gel is available. 

• Sorry, but we cannot help with Christmas card exchanges this year, so please make your 
own arrangements. 

• No refreshments after the Service – sorry! 

 

Conquest Art.  After the long lockdown everyone was delighted to open again on October 12th,  

thanks in part to Robin’s hard work and lots of planning by the leaders. Sadly, soon after that we 
had to close again for the second lockdown, and, now we are in tier 2, we have decided not to risk 
meeting again before the New Year, even though our exemptions would still apply. For those of 
our members who live alone this is a blow, and everyone is sad not to be able to be together to 
enjoy the art and the company; however we are keeping contact and trying motivate our members 
by setting up a What’s App group so that we can share ideas and watch the progress of our 
projects. Getting motivated is a problem we all share, and so CA has bought Painting by Numbers 
for all our members which means that we can all work together over the Christmas period. When 
life returns to normal, we can have an exhibition of these pieces; we have all chosen animals which 
are painted in vivid colours, and should put on a eye popping show.  Lesley, Jeananne and Chris. 

 

         FOODBANK CHRISTMAS APPEAL Details of this year's appeal are below. Please only donate 
items from the following list. WE CAN'T TAKE ANY OTHER ITEMS at the moment due to an 
overwhelming response from Harvest. 

         Please make sure your donations are sealed, in date and do not contain alcohol.  

         No reverse advent boxes please, as we pack all of our clients' boxes individually.  

         Cut-off date is Friday 11th December to give us time to sort and pack your donations.  

         Items we would like are: 

• Boxes of biscuits 

• Tubs/boxes of chocolates 

• Small/medium Christmas puddings 
(alcohol-free) 

• Mince pies (alcohol free) 

• Yule logs/chocolate swiss rolls 

• Savoury snacks (twiglets, cheeselets, 
crisps) 

• Mixed fruit and nuts 

• Small boxes of shortbread 

• Sweets/biscuits for our older/single 
clients 

• Gravy granules 

• Hot chocolate 

• Custard 

• Schloer/other non-alcoholic fizz 

• Christmas napkins 

• Disposable tablecloths 

• New tea towels 

• Wrapping paper 

• Gift tags 

• Sellotape 

Thank you, as always, for all of your support           

Please bring donations to our car park at the Generation Resource Centre, Ruxley Lane, Ewell KT19 
0JG, Monday - Friday 9:00am-3:00pm (close early at 2:00pm on Thursdays). 
Please avoid 8:30 to 9:00am, and 2:45 to 3:15pm. It may be busy outside those times so please 
drive carefully. Many thanks 



Any donations, clothing for Whitechapel etc – please leave in porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road, 
and they will be taken by Whitechapel on their next visit. Socks & Chocs donations must be with 
us at 198 by this Thursday (10th) at the very latest I’m afraid – thanks for all those who have 
donated already – a truly splendid effort. Should you wish to donate directly to Whitechapel by 
cheque, their address is 212 Whitechapel Road, E1 1BJ. Robin 

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!  Conquest Art has missed out on so many things this year including our Annual 
Meeting and our Exhibition. At the Annual Meeting we usually choose the winners of the Lady 
Shepperd Award - for the three best pictures in the exhibition on a theme set by our Patron, Lady 
Shepperd, who has supported Conquest Art for many years. This year the theme was ‘A sunny 
autumn’, but of course the exhibition did not take place. However, now that we have our 
wonderful co-ordinator Tina back from furlough working just a few hours a month, we have 
decided to put the paintings onto our CA website and ask you all to vote for your favourite; the 
three winners will be announced in the New Year. It’s a very easy process, so please take a look at 
www.conquestart.org after 7th December and cast your vote; there is much else to see on the 
website so please pay us a visit.  Thanks, Lesley 

Church Centre maintenance  as I hope you are aware, I try very hard to make sure that the Church 
and the adjacent rooms etc are suitably prepared for whatever use is planned, and at the same 
time that heating costs etc are carefully controlled. A few weeks ago, the Church heating was not 
working properly, but I was not told at the time. Eventually, I discovered that only half the 
radiators were working, and there was a lot of air being pumped around the system. This is not 
good for the pump. So, my apologies for not getting it fixed as quickly as it should have been, and a 
plea to all keyholders to contact Denise or I as soon as anything ‘doesn’t seem right’. And a special 
thanks to those who have let us know of some issues in the past few months – very much 
appreciated! Robin 

Around the Trolley 

The Link for December/January 2021 has now been published 
and most of you should have your copy – if not you can find it 
on our website (stoneleighmethodist.church) or you  can pick 
up a spare copy either from the Church Centre or from our 
porch at 198 SPR. Robin 

Our Crib View (below) 

 

and one of Val’s 
exquisite displays 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stoneleighmethodist.church/


Contact Details 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Any donations, clothing for Whitechapel etc – please leave in porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road 

Online Services etc 

Our weekly News/Service sheet is delivered to every member, and also a streamed or video 
Sunday Service is available to those able to receive it. 

Christ Church with St Philip, 10:00am - facebook.com/christchurchsaintphilip. 

Surbiton Hill Methodist Church, 10:30am Sunday at shmc.online.church. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer (10:00am) by Zoom is open to all. It’s followed 
by Chat Time and virtual tea/coffee from 10:45-11:15. Email to publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by 
Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

The Methodist Church is offering ‘Dial-a Prayer’ free of charge, updated every Thursday 
afternoon, on 0808 281 2514. There’s also weekly news, again free, on 0808 281 2478. 

Methodist Church Year of Prayer on Tuesdays at 12:45pm – a 15 minute Service on Zoom and 

Facebook Live – full details on https://www.methodist.org.uk/yearofprayer/ 

 

 

Still Waters – Every 1st Sunday of the month @ 6:00pm via Zoom. You’re invited to spend some 
time discovering the world through Art and Spirituality, led by Deacon Dawn. If you are interested 
the Zoom link is below. The painting we will be looking at is from the Methodist Modern Art 
collection : ‘Nathaniel (asleep under the fig tree)’ by Mark Cazalet. Please download a copy if you 
would like to have it hand during the breakout rooms. 

 

  
To join ‘Still Waters’ go to us02web.zoom.us/j/84681905640  

and use Meeting ID: 846 8190 5640, passcode 761642. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/reflecting-on-faith/the-methodist-modern-art-collection/index-of-works/fool-of-god-christ-in-the-garden-mark-cazalet/
mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsaintphilip/
https://shmc.online.church/
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/yearofprayer/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/reflecting-on-faith/the-methodist-modern-art-collection/index-of-works/nathaniel-asleep-under-the-fig-tree-mark-cazalet/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84681905640


Morning Worship – Sunday 6 December 10:30am 

Second Sunday in Advent, led by Richard Graham. 

Watch live on YouTube: youtu.be/NADxYTG7mt8 or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

To join the Morning Service through Zoom go to bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

and if prompted, use Meeting ID: 874 6773 6490, and Passcode 702336. 

On your home phone, dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement and enter the 

meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by # (hash) when prompted; just # on its own when 

asked for your Participant ID; and when prompted, the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

And that’s it: you should be connected and are able to listen into the service. 

Simply hang up when the service finishes, or whenever you want to leave. 

To unmute yourself during the post-service chat time, press *6 

 

Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 (ESV) 

Lord, you were favourable to your land; 

 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

 you covered all their sin. Selah 

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

 for he will speak peace to his people, 

  to his saints; 

 but let them not turn back to folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

 that glory may dwell in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

 righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

 and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

Yes, the Lord will give what is good, 

 and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before him 

 and make his footsteps a way. 

 

Advent Candles – Second Sunday in Advent (Roots) 

The first Advent candle is lit: 

We light the first candle to say that we believe in the healing light of God. The light of God shows up 

our faults and failings.  

 Dare we light the second candle? 

By its light we see forgiveness offered freely to us, though it cost God everything. 

The second Advent candle is lit: 

We light the second candle to affirm that we believe in the power of forgiving love. 

 

Prayers of Praise and Confession (500) 

Heavenly Father, we praise you for all you have shown us in Jesus. 

Now we know that you are not far away. 

We thank you that though we cannot see you, 

you have promised that no matter who or what we are, 

no matter what we have done or failed to do, 

you will be very near to each and every one of us. 

https://youtu.be/NADxYTG7mt8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


As we prepare for Christmas, 

help us to remember the coming of Jesus. 

We praise you for the joy of his living presence in our lives. 

Father, we praise you that he came into this world 

just as we did, as a helpless baby. 

We thank you that his coming has left us in no doubt 

about your love and mercy. 

We praise you that he has opened the way to real life now and for all eternity. 

Forgive us, Father, if we spend so much time preparing to enjoy ourselves 

that we forget those who will have no joy this Christmas. 

Forgive us that as we decorate our homes, 

we forget those who have no home. 

Forgive us if, as we welcome the baby in the manger, 

we forget he was the man on the cross. 

In the silence, we bring our confession to God. We think about the things in the past week that we 

have done or said that we should not have, and the things we have not done or said that we really 

should.  

  Silence. 

Holy God, we confess that we have rebelled against You (MWB) 

 and broken Your law of love; 

we have not loved our neighbours 

 nor heard the cry of the needy. 

Forgive us, we pray, 

 and free us for joyful obedience; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

In Christ we are set free. 

Through Christ we are forgiven. 

Amen. Thanks be to God.  

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 264 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King 

in splendour arrives; 

fling wide the gates and welcome him 

into your lives. 

Make way, make way, 

for the King of kings; 

make way, make way, 

and let his Kingdom in. 

He comes the broken hearts to heal, 

the prisoners to free; 

the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 

the blind shall see. 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 

who weep and sigh, 

with laughter, joy and royal crown 

he’ll beautify. 

We call you now to worship him 

as Lord of all, 

to have no gods before him, 

their thrones must fall! 

 

Graham Kendrick 

© 1986, Thankyou Music 

Reproduced under CCLI Licence number 19650 

  



Readings: 

2 Peter 3: 8-15a (ESV) 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfil his promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But 

the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 

will be exposed. 

 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 

holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 

the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But 

according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. 

 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 

blemish, and at peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

Mark 1: 1-8 (ESV) 

 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

 “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

  who will prepare your way, 

 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’” 

John appeared, baptising in the wilderness, and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

being baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 

And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 182 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings from the King of kings! 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; 

make straight the way for God within, 

prepare we in our hearts a home, 

where such a mighty guest may come. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge, and our great reward; 

without thy grace we waste away 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

To heal the sick stretch out thy hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth, and let thy light restore 

earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

All praise, Eternal Son, to thee, 

whose advent doth thy people free; 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 

 

 

John Chandler (1806–1876) 

Public Domain 



Message 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving (500) 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we thank you for the people 

who have been like John the Baptist for us; 

for those who have prepared the way for others to hear you speak, 

to know you are real, 

and to make ready to welcome you into their lives; 

for those who have been ready to stand and be counted, 

to suffer loss and rejection rather than deny the truth of Christ. 

We thank you for those people today, even in our materialistic society, 

whose words and deeds demonstrate the reality of your presence; 

for those whose way of life gives hope to others and glory to you. 

We thank you especially for those whose deeds opened our eyes to your truth, 

whose words opened our ears to your voice, 

whose lives opened our hearts to the power of the Spirit; 

for those who made Christ real; 

for those who made us hungry for his love 

and thirsty for his refreshing joy. 

May we, by your Holy Spirit, 

be channels of your life-refreshing, life-transforming grace for others. 

In the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession (500) 

Think of someone whose life is in turmoil, who is facing a time of change and who is not sure which 

way to go or where to find help or how to cope with tomorrow. Ask that Christ’s coming may fill 

them with strength. 

Think of someone who is struggling to cope with the onset of illness or old age and looks back to 

unfulfilled dreams and broken promises. Ask that Christ’s coming may fill them with hope.  

Think of someone who is happy, whose every moment is flooded with joy; someone whose whole 

life is coloured with excitement, discovery, and satisfaction. Ask that Christ’s coming may fill them 

with sensitivity for others. 

Think of someone who is overwhelmed by the pressures and the responsibilities laid upon them; 

someone for whom the expectations of parents, employers, society, or themselves are becoming 

too much to bear. Ask that Christ’s coming may fill them with a sense of their own worth. 

Think of someone who is facing the implications of the wrong decisions they have made; someone 

who has made money, financial success, security, material possessions or their own family’s needs 

the focus of their lives and is now discovering the futility and emptiness it brings. Ask that Christ’s 

coming may give them a new longing to see life through God’s eyes. 

Think of someone who has been coming to church for a number of years. They have filled a seat, 

sung the hymns, listened to prayers and to preaching – and then returned home just as they came, 

untouched by the worship of God. Ask that Christ’s coming may mean that for them nothing is ever 

the same again.  



Think of someone who thinks only of themselves, of their own wants and desires; someone who 

never sees the needs of their neighbour or blames them for being too weak. Ask that Christ’s 

coming may soften their hearts. 

Think of someone who can look at creation but fail to recognise its Creator; someone who is moved 

by the needs of their fellow human beings, but has no love for the God who made them; someone 

who is thrilled by human achievement and endeavour, but does not acknowledge them as gifts of 

God. Ask that Christ’s coming might open their eyes, their ears, and their hearts.  

Think of a world leader facing huge decisions amid complex choices and decisions; of a nation that 

may be closed to the Gospel, and weakened by years of indulgence and selfish living; of a society 

reaping the harvest of the seeds of permissiveness and immorality. Ask that the promise of Christ’s 

coming again may turn their hearts and minds to their Maker. 

Think of yourself, and all your life means. Think of all you possess and all you have done.  

Think of how you are or will prepare the way of the Lord. 

Think of all it will mean in the face of eternity and think of your relationship now with your God. 

Think of all you will face tomorrow and ask that Christ’s coming will focus you daily on him. 

In the name of Christ who came and is coming again. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 167

Colours of day dawn into the mind, 

the sun has come up, the night is behind. 

Go down in the city, into the street, 

and let’s give the message to the people we meet. 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

Go through the park, on into the town; 

the sun still shines on; it never goes down. 

The light of the world is risen again; 

the people of darkness are needing a friend. 

Open your eyes, look into the sky, 

the darkness has come, the sun came to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 

but Jesus is living, his Spirit is near.

Sue McClellan, John Paculabo, and Keith Ryecroft 
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Welcome to Christmas 2020 at 

Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Our Services this year may be in Church, 
or delivered online by YouTube or Zoom – check the logos  

Donations of unwrapped Gifts (toiletries etc) will go to the Whitechapel Mission in East 
London for distribution to the homeless. These may be brought to any Service at 
Church or left in the porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road at any time.  

___________________________ 

Morning Worship - Sunday 6th Dec, 10:30am 
Gifts (toiletries etc) may be left for Whitechapel today 

Morning Worship - Sunday 13th Dec, 10:30am 
Gifts (toiletries etc) may be left for Whitechapel today 

Morning Worship - Sunday 20th Dec, 10:30am 
Gifts (toiletries etc) may be left for Whitechapel today 

Carol Service - Sunday 20th December, 6:30pm 
Watch a dramatized telling of the Nativity and 
sing along to some favourite carols. 

Visit the Nativity - Christmas Eve, 4:00-5:00pm 
The Church will be open for you to drop in, see our 
Nativity scene, and pray in private with your family. 

Christmas Day - 10:00am 
Joint online Service with Ruxley Church. 
 
Masks will be required inside the Church, and seating is marked out for social distancing. 
Please follow the advice of the stewards on duty. 

 


