
SORRY – We are closed again due to Covid - but we are always open on-line 

Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday 21 February 2021 

10:30am: Morning Worship led by Valerie Ashcroft 
You can join our Service today online or by telephone – details in the Service header 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for Valerie preaching here today, for our Stewards, for others within the 
Church and beyond who continue to work tirelessly for the benefit of all, and for the 
continued health of the National Health Service staff and all our other key workers. And 
also for Emma as she continues her sabbatical. 

Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and 
consider whether they might welcome a call from friends. 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2 

 

Sunday 21st February – First Sunday in Lent 

Bible Reading: Romans 5:6-8:  . . .“But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to 

die for us, while we were still sinners.” 

God loves us, but how can we know that’s true – because God did more than talk, He sent his 

own Son to die for us and our sins. God forgives us when we mess up. 

Hymn:  StF 345   And Can It Be 

Prayer:   Heavenly Father, why do we find it so difficult to believe that You love us, in spite of 

everything we do wrong or when we omit to do something we should have done. Lord, we 

need to have faith, faith in you, faith in ourselves. Help us to trust in You, to talk to You, to tell 

You all our anxieties - where we feel we are not “good enough”, where we can’t believe that 

You love us, in spite of our shortcomings. Thank you Father that you are always there for us to 

talk to, thank you that you were willing to give your Son to die for us. Thank you Lord. Amen. 

What Can I do?     When feelings of doubt or lack of faith come upon you, think positively and 

smile – God loves you. Pray for strength for yourself and others.  

  



Notices 

Patricia Life. Some of you may recall Mrs Life from Auriol, often seen pedalling 
around Stoneleigh. She sadly died in January – Jo has further information if you 
would like to contact her (through me if you’d like), and I have a copy of the 
order of service I could email. Robin 

Woven - Week 1 – ‘Into the wilderness’ 

The Lent course that we are using this year is beautifully written by Michaela Youngson, our of our 
Methodist District Chairs. Each week we are given an artwork and readings to consider. This week 
we were considering Jesus from baptism to wilderness experience. The icon of Jesus’s baptism 
included John the Baptist and the angel ministering to Jesus. We also looked at a quote from Anne 
Frank’s Diary - she said “I simply can’t build up my hopes on a foundation consisting of confusion, 
misery and death”. 

This really spoke to us of the people around us whose foundations are not built on Jesus. As the 
angels ministered to Jesus in the wilderness, so we should minister to those around us, and 
encourage strong foundations. 

Do join the groups, either on Monday at 8:00pm or Wednesday at 3:00pm, this coming week - ‘On 
the Mountain Top’. And if you looked at the Woven material on your own – what did you think of 
the icon? Vivienne     (Connection information in the Contacts section at the end of the NewsSheet) 

World Day of Prayer. Churches Together in Ewell will be holding the local 
World Day of Pray Service on Friday 5th March on-line. The Service will be 
available on Zoom and YouTube - full details next week. Catherine 

The orchid shown here is the one given to me by the Church several years 
ago, it is blooming beautifully! I wanted to share this with you all. Gloria 

Electrical Test – we passed our ‘installed’ electrical test last Tuesday – the 
only comment made when the engineer looked at our proposals for 
rewiring the Church cross was that he had never seen anything like it (the 
wiring inside and behind) before. Robin 

Around the Trolley 

Conquest Art. You may remember me 
telling you about our ‘Paint by Numbers’ 
challenge? Well, the results are now on 
the main Conquest Art website at 
conquestart.org/stoneleighs-paint-
numbers/ for all to see. Here’s Tony’s as 
a taster for you – we hope to show them 
all over the weeks in the Church notice 
board. 

We all hope that it won't be too much 
longer before we can meet again. All the 
best to everyone at SMC. Lesley 

 

https://www.conquestart.org/stoneleighs-paint-numbers/
https://www.conquestart.org/stoneleighs-paint-numbers/


Buttons (no bows!) Does anyone have any buttons, about 2cm across, any colour, they would be 
willing to donate to me for the Hospital mask ear protectors. Thank you, Denise 

We continue to collect on behalf of the Whitechapel Mission for the Homeless (outdoor clothing, 
toiletries etc) and Foodbank - Long life sponge puddings, Powdered milk, Breakfast cereal (not 
porridge), Pasta/beans with meat, Tinned vegetables (not pulses), Instant mash, Tinned potatoes, 
Meat pies, Tampons and Loo roll – see the latest list at epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk/news/. 

While there is little activity at the Church Centre, we are asking you to drop donations off in the 
porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road please; we will relocate them appropriately in a day or so. And 
we are still collecting plastic milk bottle tops too! Glad to report that rarely a day passes by 
without yet at least two donations silently appearing in the porch! Thanks – Robin 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

Website: - stoneleighmethodist.church 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Our weekly News/Service sheet is delivered to every member, and also a YouTube or Zoom 
Sunday Service is available to those able to receive it, including by telephone. A DVD copy is also 
available – contact Jeananne. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer (10:00am) by Zoom is open to all. It is followed 
by Chat Time and virtual tea/coffee from 10:45-11:15. Email to publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by 
Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

 

Zoom/YouTube details for on-line meetings – Zoom telephone number 020 3481 5240 

Group/Event Day/Time Meeting ID Password One Click 

Lent Group (M) Monday 8:00pm 882 9496 8024   

Lent Group (W) Wednesday 3:00pm 818 9255 0864   

Fellowship Tuesday 3:00pm 880 8308 5350   

Sunday Service (YT) Sunday 10:30am    

Sunday Service (Zoom) Sunday 10:30am    

 

I’ll try and get the gaps filled in next week - Robin 

 

 

 

Apologies for the unusual formatting of the Service this week – a combination of factors 

(which we hope will not recur) led to simply running out of time. Robin  

https://epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk/news/
https://stoneleighmethodist.church/
mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk


Morning Worship – Sunday 21 February, 10:30am 

led by Valerie Ashcroft 

Watch live on YouTube: youtu.be/ ySGO1IetUw4 or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

To join the Morning Service through Zoom go to bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

and if prompted, use Meeting ID: 874 6773 6490, and Passcode 702336. 

On your home phone, dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement 

and enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by # (hash) when prompted; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; and when prompted, 

the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

And that’s it: you should be connected and are able to listen into the service. 

Simply hang up when the service finishes, or whenever you want to leave. 

To unmute yourself during the post-service chat time, press *6 

 

Call to worship 

Come together to be God’s people. 

Come together and be yourselves. 

Bring to God your joys and your struggles. 

Bring to God your hopes and your fears. 

Come together to be God’s people, 

and let us worship the living God. 

 

A gathering prayer 

Loving God, thank you 

for drawing us together to be your people. 

Help us, as we meet together, 

to see ourselves as you see us. 

Give us faith to hear your words of love 

beyond some of the hard realities of our lives. 

May your Holy Spirit guide and inspire us 

to recognise your presence in all we do. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn StF 317 - At the name of Jesus  

 

  

https://youtu.be/%20ySGO1IetUw4
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


A prayer of approach 

To you, O Lord, we lift up our hearts, 

offering worship and praise. 

Show us your path. 

Teach us to follow. 

Guide us in your truth. 

For our hope is in you all day long.  Amen. 

 

A prayer of adoration 

 

Loving, faithful God, 

your love is absolute, 

your promises irrevocable. 

We look up after a shower of rain, 

marvelling at the colourful 

beauty of your rainbow – 

a reminder of your promise 

and faithfulness to all generations. 

Wherever we happen to be – 

wilderness, mountain or valley bottom – 

your Holy Spirit is with us. 

We adore you, loving, faithful God. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of penitence 

Beloved Lord Jesus, you stepped from water to wilderness, 

from God’s voice to the taunting voice of the enemy. In the 

wilderness of today’s world, we face many enemies, many 

temptations. Forgive us for succumbing to selfishness, greed, 

lust, anger, power. 

Lord most high, forgive us, we pray. 

 

Sometimes difficult times follow fast on the heels of one 

another. And it’s hard to keep our focus on you. Forgive us. 

Help us not to wallow in selfish self-centredness, 

but to remember your promises and recognise you in those you 

bring alongside. 

Lord most high, forgive us, we pray. 



Forgive us when our minds fail to focus on you and your 

word. Help us to remember that no matter what we’re 

going through, you’ve been there before us. Whether we’re 

swimming in the warm waters of your love, or journeying 

through the arid wilderness, help us not to lose sight of your 

hand guiding us to eternal glory at rainbow’s end. 

Lord most high, forgive us, we pray. Amen. 

 

Assurance of forgiveness 

Lord Jesus Christ, you went from water to wilderness to 

suffering on the cross. There you, beloved Son of God, died 

for our sins. Through your blood we are 

washed clean of all our guilt. And we are able to enter the 

presence of God with whom you now sit, having been raised in 

the Spirit. All angels, power and authorities submit to you. 

Because of you, we are forgiven. 

Praise be to Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

  

A prayer of praise and thanksgiving  

We thank you, faithful Lord, 

for your patience, provision and power; 

for your tenderness, trust and triumph; 

for your security and strength; 

for your compassion and wisdom. 

We thank you, Lord, that through your grace and mercy, 

the blessings of faith, 

and your covenant love, 

you equip, teach and guide us 

as we traverse today’s world, 

ever mindful of your steadfast love. 

Amen. 

 

Reading 1 Genesis 9:8-17 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 ‘I now establish my 
covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living 
creature that was with you – the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all 
those that came out of the ark with you – every living creature on earth. 11 I 



establish my covenant with you: never again will all life be destroyed by the 
waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ 

 

12 And God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and 
you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 
13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the 
rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me 
and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters 
become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all 
living creatures of every kind on the earth.’ 

 

17 So God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I have established 
between me and all life on the earth.’ 

 

Reading 2 Mark 1:9-15  

The baptism and testing of Jesus 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John in 
the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven 
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ 

 

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the 
wilderness for forty days, being tempted[a] by Satan. He was with the wild 
animals, and angels attended him. 

 

Jesus announces the good news 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God. 15 ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!’ 

 

 

Reflection 

 

  



Prayers of intercession 

As we walk into the long weeks of Lent, 

we begin a journey into the wilderness: 

may your Spirit rest upon us. 

We travel from suffering to hope: 

may your Spirit rest upon us 

We travel through death to new life: 

may your Spirit rest upon us. 

As we look to the example of Jesus, 

who in the wilderness chose the difficult path, 

help us to know that you are with us – 

though the way ahead may be hard and we so often falter and fail. 

strengthen us for the journey ahead, 

and teach us to trust in you. 

 

Your kingdom comes near to those who call on your name; 

your pathway is surrounded by love. 

Teach us to walk in it  

 

We walk in relative security, 

thankful for the comforts we know. 

We pray for people who cannot afford to work from home 

and ask that we would address the inequality this shows us. 

We pray for people in homes that are insecure 

and for people living in life threatening icy weather in central and southern US. 

We give thanks for the peace we experience, 

and ask that our church communities 

can offer hope and safety for those in distress. 

May we share what we have, 

and work to lift the burden that others carry. 

As we look to the example of Jesus, 

who embraced all who were in pain, 

may we reach out to others in generosity and kindness. 

 

Your kingdom comes near to those who call on your name; 

your pathway is surrounded by love. 

Teach us to walk in it  

 



We walk in our troubled world, 

full of anxiety at the conflict we see - 

in Iraq, in Iran, in the Sahel region, 

in Myanmar, Somalia and in Yemen: 

bring your peace we pray. 

We are aware of the finite resources of our earth: 

may we limit our destructive habits. 

As we look to the example of Jesus, 

who lived in simplicity and trust, 

and as we are asked again to follow him; 

may we free ourselves from all that holds us back, 

and trust in your promise that you will never leave us,  

 

Your kingdom comes near to those who call on your name; 

your pathway is surrounded by love. 

Teach us to walk in it  

 

We walk in separation, 

apart from friends and those we love: 

give us strength to endure in hope. 

We pray especially for all who are burdened by loneliness. 

for all who are in pain; 

for the bereaved and the despairing. 

the sick and the dying: 

may we work to make our communities places of warmth and friendship 

where all are included and each one finds a place. 

As we look to the example of Jesus, 

who welcomed the least and the lost 

and brought the overlooked into the light, 

may we extend our circle of belonging 

and believe that you love is big enough for all to enter in. 

 

Your kingdom comes near to those who call on your name. 

your pathway is surrounded by love. 

Teach us to walk in it  

 

We walk in hope for a future 

as the rollout of the vaccine continues across the UK, 



and there are signs of success in the data as death rates among over 80s fall. 

We give thanks for the work of the NHS 

as they administer vaccines to the public 

and manage long lists of people needing urgent surgery. 

May we be mindful of countries yet to begin vaccination, 

and countries who cannot afford the vaccines, 

and we ask that governments would enable fair distribution. 

When we begin to emerge from crisis, 

may we work to build a better world where the poorest are protected. 

As we look to the example of Jesus, 

who placed such great value on children, 

may we create a space where the young can dream again, 

and all of us can grow, rest and be secure.                

 

Your kingdom comes near to those who call on your name. 

your pathway is surrounded by love. 

Teach us to walk in it  

 

In love you made us; 

in love you call us; 

in love you lead us – 

through this world, 

through sorrow and joy, 

until we see you face to face. 

 

Your kingdom comes near to those who call on your name; 

your pathway is surrounded by love. 

Teach us to walk in it. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn StF 238 - Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  

 

A sending out prayer 

Creator God, you made us in your image 

to be your people, wherever we go. 

This coming week, whatever we 
experience, 

wherever we find ourselves, 

help us to know that you are with us – 

guiding, revealing and sustaining – always. 

Amen
 


