
SORRY – We are closed again due to Covid - but we are always open on-line 

Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday 28 February 2021 

10:30am: Morning Worship led by Tony Loft 
You can join our Service today online or by telephone – details in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Tony preaching here today, for our Stewards, for others within the 
Church and beyond who continue to work tirelessly for the benefit of all, and for the 
continued health of the National Health Service staff and all our other key workers. And especially 
for Emma as she continues her sabbatical. Please pray also for those of our Church family who are 
unwell or finding their mobility limited and consider whether they might welcome a call from 
friends. 

“Try everything that can be done. Be deliberate. Be spontaneous. Be thoughtful and painstaking. 
Be abandoned and impulsive. Learn your own possibilities.” George Bellows, 1920 

Lenten Thoughts - Sunday 28th February – Second Sunday in Lent 

Bible Reading: 1 John 4:7-12   . . . ”Dear Friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another. No-one has ever seen God, but if we love one another, God lives in us and his 

love is made complete in us.” 

As a Church we are very good at loving one another but, even in these difficult times, we need 

to show our love for others - whether it is through giving to Foodbank, Whitechapel, and other 

charities, or more locally by helping our neighbours and those we meet, whilst staying safely 

distanced of course. Let us share God’s love to others. 

Hymn:  StF 413    Send down the fire of your justice 

Prayer:     Lord, we pray for those who don’t belong, those on the margins of society, the poor, 

the homeless, the weak, the powerless. We pray for asylum seekers and refugees. All those 

who have nowhere to call home. Lord may we always show a face of welcome, love and grace, 

where all will feel they belong. When someone new moves into our street and needs help, 

when we see a neighbour in trouble, when we see a neighbour who needs food, guide us to do 

what we can in safety. Lord we thank you that we have your love, help us to share it with 

others. Amen © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 

What Can I do:    Maybe do something extra for charity, someone in need or a friend, in safety 

of course. Pray for others. 



Notices 

World Day of Prayer Service - Friday 5th March 2021 

Sadly, this year the World Day of Prayer service will only be held on-line. The good news is that it 
will be broadcast on the St Mary’s Ewell Facebook and YouTube sites. It will be available to view 
from 10:00am on Friday 5th March (see below) and repeated for SMC on Zoom at 3:00pm - 
meeting ID: 840 3897 5484 and passcode: 520760. 

Build on a Strong Foundation 

World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical organisation which enables us to hear the 
thoughts of women from different parts of the world. This year the service has been produced by 
the women of the Republic of Vanuatu which is located in the South Pacific Ocean. The service is 
based on the parable in Matthew 7:24-27 of the two houses, one built on sand, the other on a 
strong foundation. Before the Service try and find a stone. During the Service, a stone will be used 
as an aid to your commitment to hold Vanuatu in your prayers throughout the year. The stone is 
also a reminder that if we build our lives on the rock which is Christ, we will have a strong 
foundation. 

To help the work of World Day of Prayer supporting Christian charities and projects both here in 
the UK and abroad. Donations can be made via their website at www.wwdp.org.uk, or text to 
70085 using the phrase 2021WDP5 to donate £5, or change the last number for your chosen 
donation up to £40. 

To donate cash or cheque please use the envelope in the booklet, or your own envelope marked 
‘World Day of Prayer’. To Gift Aid your donation write your name, address, and the date on the 
envelope, together with the amount enclosed and the statement that you wish to Gift Aid your 
Donation to the World Day of Prayer. Your envelope can be left with me at 36 Westways KT19 
0PQ. 

We have booklets of the service which can be delivered; if you would like one please let Jeananne 
know on 07729 028850. Catherine 

The Service will be available from 10:00am on March 5th at bit.ly/StMarysFacebookVideo or  
bit.ly/StMarysEwellYouTube. 

Woven - Week 2 - ‘On the mountain top’ 

The story was the transfiguration – Jesus transformed whilst Peter James and John were lost in 
wonder. We thought a lot about the wonders of the heavens – stars, galaxies, and the wonders of 
nature, and the wonders of the materials we use in our everyday life. Our challenge is to 
communicate our sense of wonder. Vivienne 

We continue to collect on behalf of the Whitechapel Mission for the Homeless (outdoor clothing, 
toiletries etc) and Foodbank - Long life sponge puddings, Powdered milk, Breakfast cereal (not 
porridge), Pasta/beans with meat, Tinned vegetables (not pulses), Instant mash, Tinned potatoes, 
Meat pies, Tampons and Loo roll – see the latest list at epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk/news/. 

While there is little activity at the Church Centre, we are asking you to drop donations off in the 
porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road please; we will relocate them appropriately in a day or so. And 
we are still collecting plastic milk bottle tops too! Glad to report that rarely a day passes by 
without yet at least two donations silently appearing in the porch! Thanks – Robin 

http://www.wwdp.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/StMarysFacebookVideo
https://bit.ly/StMarysEwellYouTube
https://epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk/news/


Around the Trolley 

 

 

 

Conquest Art. This week’s Conquest Art lockdown paint by 
numbers picture is from Phyl. All these pictures will be on 
display in Church as soon as we are able to return. Lesley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the snow disappears so, aptly enough, the snowdrops are 
flourishing and remind us that spring is approaching. I hope 
everyone is enjoying the better weather, Sally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone - Thanks to Robin letting me borrow a folding table, 
I have been busy doing 1,000-piece jigsaws. My favourite was 
Tower Bridge and the hardest was Salcombe Harbour! 

So, if any of you out there have any spare jigsaws, or don’t mind 
lending them, please let me know. I think I have become slightly 
addicted. Jeananne 

 

Doris & Jeff continue well, especially as they can inform their friends that their granddaughter 
Sophie, after 5 years hard study, has a Masters in Marine Biology. She is still living in Cornwall 
looking for a job; in the meantime she has work measuring and identifying various fish that are 
caught, and also takes part in a study involving lobsters. Sophie's brother James is getting in as 
much practise as possible driving and hopes to take his test as soon as the centres open. 



 

Our pond is giving us a lot of excitement and noise, the frogs are at 
it again. We have at least 15 huge frogs splashing around and 
croaking with quite a bit of frogspawn. The reflections off the pond 
make it difficult to capture. Would anyone like some frogspawn? 
Catherine 

 

 

 

 

On my walk delivering last week these beautiful daffodils were outside Jeff and 
Doris’ door, a Christmas present from their daughter. They are gorgeous and 
made me smile.  

Also, I had a lovely chat with Hazel, and had to refuse her kind offer of coming in 
for a visit! Hopefully, we will be able to do all that soon. 

I have also been back up to Epsom Hospital to deliver some hats and scarves – 
they are happy to receive even more and can always make good use of them! 
Jeananne 

 

 

Contact Details 

Website: - stoneleighmethodist.church 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Our weekly News/Service sheet is delivered to every member, and also a YouTube or Zoom 
Sunday Service is available to those able to receive it, including by telephone. A DVD copy is also 
available – contact Jeananne. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer (10:00am) by Zoom is open to all. It is followed 
by Chat Time and virtual tea/coffee from 10:45-11:15. Email to publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by 
Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

 

 

Zoom/YouTube details for on-line meetings – Zoom telephone number 020 3481 5240 

Group/Event Day/Time Meeting ID Password One Click 

Lent Group (M) Monday 8:00pm 882 9496 8024   

Lent Group (W) Wednesday 3:00pm 818 9255 0864   

Fellowship Tuesday 3:00pm 880 8308 5350   

Sunday Service (YT) Sunday 10:30am    

Sunday Service (Zoom) Sunday 10:30am    

World Day of Prayer Friday March 5th 3:00pm 840 3897 5484   

https://stoneleighmethodist.church/
mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk


Morning Worship – Sunday 28 February, 10:30am 

led by Tony Loft 

Watch live on YouTube: youtu.be/Itv5XD5ePko or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

To join the Morning Service through Zoom go to bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

and if prompted, use Meeting ID: 874 6773 6490, and Passcode 702336. 

On your home phone, dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement 

and enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by # (hash) when prompted; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; and when prompted, 

the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

And that’s it: you should be connected and are able to listen into the service. 

Simply hang up when the service finishes, or whenever you want to leave. 

To unmute yourself during the post-service chat time, press *6 

 

Call to worship 

Through the psalmist, God says, 

‘Be still, and know that I am God!’ 

Let us come into God’s presence and still our hearts. 

Let us come together to listen to God. 

Let us be still, and know that God is indeed God. 

 

Gathering prayer: 

Holy God, we come from our busy lives. 

We often forget that You walk with us. 

As we gather now, help us to be more aware of who You are. 

Give us the courage to admit when we don’t understand, 

so that we might grow more like You in all we do. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: StF 20   Be still for the presence of the Lord, 

 

1 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 

 Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 

 In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground; 

 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

  

https://youtu.be/Itv5XD5ePko
https://youtu.be/Itv5XD5ePko
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


2 Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

 He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned. 

 How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 

 Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

  

3 Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

 He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace. 

 No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him; 

 Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  

David J Evans (born 1957) © 1986 Thankyou Music/Adm. CCL Licence No. 19650 

 

Prayer of adoration: 

All-powerful God of past, present and future, 

keeper of promises: 

How we love You. 

 

Son of Man, the way, the truth and the life, 

loving despite rejection: 

How we love You. 

 

Holy Spirit, living Power within, 

helping, guiding, testing and transforming: 

How we love You. 

 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

your unique relationship – open to us: 

How we love You. Amen. 

 

Prayer of confession:  [Based on Mark 8.31-38] 

Gracious, caring God, 

You know who, and what, we are – 

You know us better than we know ourselves. 

When You are faithful, we are faithless, 

and when You are patient, we are impatient. 

Forgive us. 

Help us to deny ourselves and follow after You 

that we may be good and faithful servants: 

for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Assurance of forgiveness: 

Jesus was handed over to be crucified because of our sins.  

He died and rose again to make us right with God.  

Through Him we are forgiven.  

Let us follow the Lord our God, giving our lives as He gave His for us.  

Amen. 

 

Readings: 

 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  New International Version - UK 

The covenant of circumcision 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I am God 
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant 
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.’ 

3 Abram fell face down, and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
you will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will 
be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I 
will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 

15 God also said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her 
name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so 
that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.’ 

 

Mark 8:31-38  New International Version - UK 

Jesus predicts his death 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get behind me, 
Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 
concerns.’ 

The way of the cross 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them 
when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.’ 



Reflection: 

 

 

Hymn: (StF 673)  Will you come and follow me 

 

1 Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you go where you don't know 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 

 will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown, 

 in you and you in me? 

 

2 Will you leave yourself behind 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you care for cruel and kind 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare 

 should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer prayer 

 in you and you in me? 

 

3 Will you let the blinded see 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you set the prisoners free  

 and never be the same? 

 Will you kiss the leper clean, 

 and do such as this unseen,  

 and admit to what I mean  

 in you and you in me? 

 

4 Will you love the 'you' you hide  

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside  

 and never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you've found  

 to reshape the world around,  

 through my sight and touch and sound  

 in you and you in me? 



5 Lord, your summons echoes true  

 when you but call my name. 

 Let me turn and follow you  

 and never be the same.  

 In your company I'll go  

 where your love and footsteps show.  

 Thus I'll move and live and grow  

 in you and you in me.  

 

John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019). © 1987 WGRG, 
c/o Iona Community, 21 Carlton Court, Glasgow, G5 9JP, Scotland. CCL Licence No. 19650 

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving: 

Lord, we give thanks that You know us by name; 

that You know our hopes and dreams; 

everything we have been 

and everything we might become. 

Lord, because we know You, 

we are being changed, becoming more like You. 

Lord, we give thanks that You know us by name. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer for God’s people: 

Ever living and all loving Lord, 

we pray for those who feel that their best days are behind them, 

for those who mourn the loss of friends, loved ones and opportunities. 

May they know You walking with them and working through them. 

We pray for those setting out into the world with anticipation and trepidation, 

seeing great potential and great challenges. 

May they know You walking with them and working through them. 

We pray for generations yet unborn, for the world which they will inherit from us, 

for the promise we pass on to them in Jesus Christ. 

May they know You walking with them and working through them. 

We pray for ourselves, for forgiveness for our failings in the past, 

for strength for today and wisdom for the future. 

May we know You walking with us and working through us. 

In Jesus' name. 

Amen.  



The Lord’s Prayer: 

 

As our Saviour taught his disciples, we pray:  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending out prayer: 

Go and continue on your life's journey 

knowing that God is with you each step of the way. 

And may the God of peace bring you every blessing, 

with which to serve Him and make His will known, 

through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be all glory and honour, 

now and for evermore. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


