
Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday, 9th May 2021, 10:30am 

Morning Worship led by Viv Newitt 
You can join our Service today online or by telephone – details in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Viv preaching here this morning and for Emma at Ruxley, for our Stewards, for 
others within the Church and beyond who continue to work for the benefit of all, and for the 
continued health of the National Health Service staff and all our other key workers. Please pray 
also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and consider 
whether they might welcome a call from friends. 

"For when the One Great Scorer comes to mark against your name, He writes not that you won or 
lost, but how you played the game!” – Grantland Rice. 

Notices 

Hazel had a fall some days ago and, after a short spell in Epsom hospital, has now moved to 
Dorking community hospital to recuperate. No bones were broken. Jeananne 

Christian Aid week is next week, May 10th-16th. There are no longer any Street Collections, but we 
remain eternally grateful for all Jim’s hard and dedicated work as collections’ coordinator over 
previous years. Christian Aid now focuses on direct donations, and you can see details of this on 
their website christianaid.org.uk. You can also donate through the envelopes which will be in the 
pews next Sunday (May 16th) – just pop your donation into the envelope and leave that in the 
collection bowl at the end of the service, and I will make sure it gets to the right place. Robin 

Holy Communion will be on the 1st Sunday of the month for the next few months at least, with the 
June service being on 30th May (so May & June together!).  

Around the Trolley 

A beautiful gesture: 

I was really looking forward to leading my first 
service after my sabbatical leave and I must 
confess that it was an awesome surprise to receive 
two bouquets of flowers as a welcome gesture 
back to work – thank you very much. 

My gratitude to the Leadership Team, to Jeananne 
who is the sabbatical group’s rep, for holding the 
fort, and may the Lord continue to bless everyone. 

With love and blessings from Emma, Bill, and 
Miles. 

https://christianaid.org.uk/


Elections As you probably know our Church Centre was used as a Polling Station, as usual, for the 
elections on Thursday just gone. The difference this time was that we were asked to provide one-
way systems in accordance with Covid regulations. To do this we used the Church instead of the 
Link Room for one of the stations. Denise was present throughout to make sure the use was with 
due reverence, and also to provide background information to voters when the opportunity arose. 
Several positive comments were made about the ‘airiness’ of the Church itself and, whilst we don’t 
expect a rush of new worshippers as a result, the effect is possibly similar to our ‘Meet the 
Neighbours’ Open Days. As they say, no such thing as bad publicity. Robin 

Link Magazine. A final reminder for articles for the Link magazine - 10th May (tomorrow) is the 
deadline. Send to Vivienne direct, or email to link@stoneleighmethodist.church. 

Foodbank Latest Wishlist. Can you please help us this week, with any of the following? 

•  Rice pudding 

• Ketchup 

• Long life sponge puddings 

• Powdered milk 

• UHT milk (Full Fat/ Semi Skimmed please) 

• Bars of soap 

• Long life fruit juice 

• Rice (smaller packets please) 

• Sugar (500g packs please) 

• Treats for children (chocolates, sweets, crisps 
etc) 

Epsom & Ewell Foodbank, Generation Resource Centre, (Behind West Ewell Primary School next to 
Ruxley Church), Ruxley Lane, Ewell, KT19 0JG. Drop off times are Monday to Friday 9:00am–2:00pm. 

Contact Details 

Website: - stoneleighmethodist.church 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Our weekly News/Service sheet is delivered to every member, and also a YouTube or Zoom 
Sunday Service is available to those able to receive it, including by telephone. A video DVD or 
audio CD copy is also available – contact Jeananne. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer (10:00am) by Zoom is open to all. It is followed 
by Chat Time and virtual tea/coffee from 10:45-11:15. Email to publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by 
Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 
 

Zoom/YouTube details for on-line meetings – Zoom telephone number 020 3481 5240 

Group/Event Day/Time Meeting ID Password One Click 

Monday Group Monday 8:00pm 882 9496 8024   

Tuesday Fellowship Tuesday 3:00pm 880 8308 5350   

Sunday Service (YouTube) Sunday 10:30am   Click 

Sunday Service (Zoom) Sunday 10:30am 874 6773 6490   

  

mailto:link@stoneleighmethodist.church
https://stoneleighmethodist.church/
mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk
https://bit.ly/SMCTube


Morning Worship - Sunday 9 May, 10:30am 
led by Viv Newitt 

Watch live on YouTube: youtu.be/KO6oQAo8BKc or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

To join the Morning Service through Zoom go to bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

and if prompted, use Meeting ID: 874 6773 6490, and Passcode 702336. 

On your home phone, dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement 

and enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by # (hash) when prompted; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; and when prompted, 

the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

And that’s it: you should be connected and are able to listen into the service. 

Simply hang up when the service finishes, or whenever you want to leave. 

To unmute yourself during the post-service chat time, press *6 

 

Call to worship 

Alleluia! The Lord reigns! 

Let the earth rejoice! Alleluia! 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 319 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

hear us as we sing: 

 Yours the glory and the crown, 

 the high renown, the eternal name! 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

Power and majesty concealing 

by your humble birth: 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 

victim crucified! 

Death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love: 

So, our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 

ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

this shall be our song: 

 

 

 

Michael Saward 

© Jubilate Hymns 

Reproduced under CCLI Licence 19650

 

https://youtu.be/KO6oQAo8BKc
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Prayer of approach (Roots) 

Creator God,  

you have called us to worship you 

chosen us to be your friends 

and invited us to extend that friendship 

to your people in all the world. 

May we live as Jesus lived 

serve as he served 

and love as he loved 

to the glory of your name 

Amen 

 

Prayer of confession (Roots) 

Dear Lord, your love is so precious -   

but we have turned away from you when our lives have been easy  

forgive us, and help us turn back to you. 

You have commanded us to love others -   

but we have turned away from them when their lives have been difficult 

forgive us, and help us to be there for them. 

You have shared with us your ministry of welcome -   

but we have turned people away 

forgive us, and help us always to be open to them 

For the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

whose life and death, deeds and words have saved us. 

Amen 

Here is good news for all who put their trust in Christ. 

Jesus says: ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving (Roots) 

God of all, 

We give you thanks for the gift of friendship: 

for the giving and the receiving 

for the opportunities and the challenges 

for the laughter and the tears 

for the conversations and the silence 

for the moments and the memories. 

Draw us deeper into your love 



and bless us with the confidence 

to proclaim Jesus as our friend, our teacher  

and our Saviour 

We ask this in his name 

Amen 

 

Readings: 1 John 5: 1-6 (NIV) 

Faith in the Son of God 

 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 

loves the father loves the child as well. This is how we know that we love the 

children of God:  by loving God and carrying out his commands. This is love for 

God:  to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone 

born of God has overcome the world. This is the victory that has overcome the 

world, even our faith. 

Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the son of 

God. 

This is the one who came by water and blood - Jesus Christ. He did not come by 

water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the 

Spirit is the truth. 

 

John 15: 9-17 (NIV) 

(Following on from) The Vine and the Branches 

 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 

obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: 

Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that one 

lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no 

longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. 

You did not choose me, but I chose you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. 

Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

This is my command: Love each other. 

 



Hymn: Singing the Faith 242 

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

By this the world shall know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 

By this the world shall know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love one for another. Anonymous 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayers for all God’s people 

Creator God,  

whose will it is that the earth and the sea  

should bear fruit in due season:  

bless the labours of those who work on land and sea; 

grant us a good harvest 

and the grace always to rejoice in your fatherly care 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  (ARC) 

 

We pray, Lord, for the nations of the world, remembering especially the situation in 

India. We give you thanks for all working to alleviate the suffering there, and we 

ask that help will continue to be provided both in India and around the world, 

wherever it is needed at this time of pandemic. 

At this, the start of Christian Aid week, we ask your blessing on all those who work 

in this and other aid agencies, not only today but all year round, each and every 

year, seeking to eliminate hunger and poverty, and to combat climate change. 

We pray for all who are sick - all who are awaiting treatment, especially when 

treatment has been delayed - all who this day are facing death - and all who are 

bereaved.  We think of those injured or killed in the accident this week in Mexico. 

Strengthen your children in their need and comfort them in their grief. 

We pray for the church, for its leaders, for its people. Give courage, Lord, to those 

who are persecuted for their faith. And we pray for ourselves, for our families and 

friends, for the neighbourhoods in which we live. May we live our lives in such a 

way that your love for us and for all people may be clearly seen shining in us and 

through us as we go about our daily business. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 



The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Christ our King  

make us faithful and strong to do his will 

that we may reign with him in glory; 

and may almighty God bless us, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

Amen 

Alleluia! 

Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Alleluia!  

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 256  

When I needed a neighbour, 

were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, 

were you there? 

 And the creed and the colour 

 and the name won’t matter, 

 were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, 

were you there, were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, 

were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, 

were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, 

were you there? 

When I needed a shelter, 

were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter, 

were you there? 

When I needed a healer, 

were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer, 

were you there? 

Wherever you travel I’ll be there, 

I’ll be there, 

wherever you travel 

I’ll be there. 

 And the creed and the colour 

 and the name won’t matter, 

 I’ll be there. Sydney Carter (1915–2004) 

   © 1965 Stainer & Bell Ltd. 

   Reproduced under CCLI licence 19650



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Acknowledgements where not already indicated above: 

Prayer labelled ARC: a prayer for Rogation Sunday from the Arthur Rank Centre 

Items marked Roots, © 2021 Roots for Churches Ltd, www.rootsontheweb.com. Used with permission. 

Scripture quotations labelled NIV taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised edition),  
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