
Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday, 30th May 2021, 10:30am 

Holy Communion led by Rev Emma Cusack 
You can join our Service today online or by telephone – details in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma preaching here this morning, for our Stewards, for others within the Church 
and beyond who continue to work for the benefit of all, and for the continued health of the 
National Health Service staff and all our other key workers. Please pray also for those of our 
Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and consider whether they might 
welcome a call from friends. 

 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Colossians 3:12 

 

Notices 

Roald Dahl. During half term we will be hosting a Roald Dahl children’s drama camp run by Upper 
Norwood Library Hub. Children will have the opportunity to discover and learn about children's 
author Roald Dahl who wrote kids' classics such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda, The 
BFG, James and the Giant Peach and Fantastic Mr. Fox to name a few! Furthermore, the children 
will rehearse and perform excerpts from Dahl's stories including a musical number from the hit 
West End Musical, Matilda. 

To ensure Covid security and safeguarding for the children (aged 5-11) this the only booking we 
have taken during half term, and they will be finished by 5:00pm each day. We wish them every 
success.  

Let me or Denise know If you really need to get in to the Centre (anywhere, including the car park) 
during the week, and we’ll sort out the best time. Robin 

 

Church Cleaning will be next Saturday, June 5th between 10:00am and noon. Hopefully this will be 
the last time attendance must be ‘by arrangement’, so please ring Catherine in advance if you’d 
like to come along and help. Robin 

 

Just a reminder that we are still collecting red, green, and blue milk bottle tops, warm clothing for 
the Whitechapel Mission, and tinned/packet food for Foodbank. Donations can be left in our porch 
at 198 Stoneleigh Park Road at any time, or by the back stairs in Church on Sundays. Robin 

  



Dates for the future. The following dates have been agreed by the Leadership Team – full details 
will be made known nearer each ‘event’. 

 

Monday 7th June 2021 - Church Council. Agenda and the Zoom link were sent out on Thursday last. 

 

Sunday 20th June 2021 - Annual Church Meeting. This will follow on from the morning Service on 
June 20th – sadly, we cannot have a ‘served’ coffee interval between the Service and the meeting 
this year, but you are very welcome to bring your own drink or a small snack if you wish. Social 
distancing will still be in place in the Church, and those on Zoom will be able to take part in the 
meeting. Please send your written reports to Marion in good time so that the meeting can 
consider a comprehensive summary of Church activities during the past 15 months or so. 

 

Sunday 4th July 2021 - Memorial Service. Combined with our monthly Communion Service (taking 
Communion is optional), this annual Service remembers those who have passed and whose names 
have been added to our Memorial Book by Church member or others. It may have been a recent 
passing, or perhaps a significant anniversary. More details are on our website and will be in the 
NewsSheet nearer the date. Meanwhile there is a sheet next to the Memorial Book in Church 
should you wish to add names to this year’s page. 

 

Sunday 5th September 2021 - Covenant Service. Having had to miss our Covenant Service in 
January this year, we have arranged it to fit in with the start of the Methodist year (as do a number 
of other Churches) and hold it at the start of the Church year in 2021. 

 

Contact Details 

Website: - stoneleighmethodist.church 

Contact: Jeananne (07729 028850) - contact@stoneleighmethodist.church 

All items for future NewsSheets – to news@stoneleighmethodist.church or phone 020 8393 2155 

Our weekly News/Service sheet is delivered to every member, and also a YouTube or Zoom 
Sunday Service is available to those able to receive it, including by telephone. A video DVD or 
audio CD copy is also available – contact Jeananne. 

The Ruxley/Stoneleigh Thursday Morning prayer (10:00am) by Zoom is open to all. It is followed 
by Chat Time and virtual tea/coffee from 10:45-11:15. Email to publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk by 
Tuesday for details and a copy of the liturgy too. 

Zoom/YouTube details for on-line meetings – Zoom telephone number 020 3481 5240 

Group/Event Day/Time Meeting ID Password One Click 

Monday Group Monday 8:00pm 882 9496 8024   

Tuesday Fellowship Tuesday 3:00pm 880 8308 5350   

Sunday Service (YouTube) Sunday 10:30am   Click 

Sunday Service (Zoom) Sunday 10:30am 874 6773 6490   

https://stoneleighmethodist.church/memorial-service-4-july-2021/
https://stoneleighmethodist.church/
mailto:contact@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:news@stoneleighmethodist.church
mailto:publicity@ruxley-church.org.uk
https://bit.ly/SMCTube


Morning Worship - Sunday 30 May, 10:30am 
led by Rev Emma Cusack 

Watch live on YouTube: youtu.be/oguM46Rx4t4 or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

To join the Morning Service through Zoom go to bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

and if prompted, use Meeting ID: 874 6773 6490, and Passcode 702336. 

On your home phone, dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement 

and enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by # (hash) when prompted; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; and when prompted, 

the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

And that’s it: you should be connected and are able to listen into the service. 

Simply hang up when the service finishes, or whenever you want to leave. 

To unmute yourself during the post-service chat time, press *6 

 

Call to Worship 

Holy, holy, holy is our wonderful God! 

Creator! Saviour! Sustainer! 

Let us worship our God of infinite mystery, 

yet who is closer to us than our own breath. Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

We gather in your name, O Lord, 

for you are the Lord who gives strength to your people 

 and who blesses them with peace. 

You are the Lord who comes close to your people 

 and draws them into your heart. 

You are the Lord who equips your people 

 and calls them to serve you in the world. 

You are the Lord who loves your people 

 and invites them into the fellowship of the Holy Trinity. 

You are the Lord. We worship you. Amen. 

Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

we praise you for the might and the mystery of your being. Amen. 

We praise you for the uniqueness and the unity of your fellowship. Amen. 

We praise you for drawing us together and for setting us apart. Amen. 

We praise you in song, in silence, in the mundane and in the mystical. 

We praise you. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/oguM46Rx4t4
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8
https://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Hymn: Singing the Faith 11 

Holy, holy, holy, 

Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning 

our song shall rise to thee: 

holy, holy, holy, 

merciful and mighty, 

God in three Persons, 

blessèd Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! 

All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns 

around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim 

falling down before thee, 

who were, and are, 

and evermore shall be. 

Holy, holy, holy! 

Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the eye of sinful man 

thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; 

there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, 

in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy, 

Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name 

in earth and sky and sea; 

holy, holy, holy, 

merciful and mighty, 

God in three Persons, 

blessèd Trinity! 

Reginald Heber (1783–1826) 

Based on Revelation 4:8–11 

 

Reading: John 3: 1-17 (CEV) 

Jesus and Nicodemus 

There was a man named Nicodemus who was a Pharisee and a Jewish leader. One 

night he went to Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we know that God has sent you to teach 

us. You could not work these miracles, unless God were with you.” 

Jesus replied, “I tell you for certain that you must be born from above before you 

can see God's kingdom!” 

Nicodemus asked, “How can a grown man ever be born a second time?” 

Jesus answered: 

I tell you for certain that before you can get into God's kingdom, you must be 

born not only by water, but by the Spirit. Humans give life to their children. Yet 

only God's Spirit can change you into a child of God. Don't be surprised when I 

say that you must be born from above. Only God's Spirit gives new life. The 

Spirit is like the wind that blows wherever it wants to. You can hear the wind, but 

you don't know where it comes from or where it is going. 

“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 



Jesus replied: 

How can you be a teacher of Israel and not know these things? I tell you for 

certain we know what we are talking about because we have seen it ourselves. 

But none of you will accept what we say. If you don't believe when I talk to you 

about things on earth, how can you possibly believe if I talk to you about things 

in heaven? 

No one has gone up to heaven except the Son of Man, who came down from 

there. And the Son of Man must be lifted up, just as the metal snake was lifted 

up by Moses in the desert. Then everyone who has faith in the Son of Man will 

have eternal life. 

God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. God did 

not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save 

them! 

 

Prayer of Confession 

God of truth, we bring to you our sorrow for our sins. 

For seeking earthly absolutes and not eternal mysteries: 

We are truly sorry. 

For rooting ourselves in the finite and not nurturing the infinite within: 

We are truly sorry. 

For saying ‘I’ much more than ‘we’ and for damaging relationships: 

We are truly sorry. 

Forgive us and strengthen us, we pray, 

for we are truly sorry. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 439 

Abba Father, let me be 

yours and yours alone. 

May my will forever be 

ever more your own. 

Never let my heart grow cold, 

never let me go, 

Abba Father, let me be 

yours and yours alone.

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Bilborough 

© 1977 Thankyou Music 

 



Sermon 

 

A moment of quiet 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Response: 

  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your Name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace 

We are the body of Christ. 

By one Spirit we were baptised into one body. 

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

We are bound by the love of Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace 

 

Thanksgiving for Offering 

 

 



Holy Communion (WGRG) 

The Lord be with you, 

And also with you; 

Lift up your hearts, 

We lift them to the Lord; 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Jesus Christ who sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his; 

What we do here, we do in imitation of what Christ first did. 

To his followers in every age, Jesus gave an example and command, 

rooted in the experience he shared with his disciples 

in an upstairs room in Jerusalem. 

On the night on which he was betrayed and as they were sitting at meal, 

Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it, 

He gave it to the disciples saying, 

 “This is my body, 

 it is broken for you. 

 Do this to remember me”. 

Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine and said, 

 “This cup is the new relationship with God 

 made possible because of my death, 

 Drink this all of you to remember me”. 

So now we do as Jesus did. 

We take this bread and this wine, 

the produce of the earth and fruit of human labour 

In these, Jesus has promised to be present, 

Through these, Christ can make us whole. 

He whom the universe could not contain, 

is present to us in this bread, 

He who redeemed us and called us by name 

now meets us in this cup. 

  The bread is broken. 

 

So, take this bread and this wine. 

In them God comes to us so that we may come to God. Amen 

   The bread and wine is distributed. 

 



Post Communion 

In gratitude, in deep gratitude, 

For this moment, this meal, these people, 

We give ourselves to you, 

Take us out, 

To live as changed people, 

because we have shared the Living Bread 

and cannot remain the same. Amen 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 30 

Jesus, stand among us 

at the meeting of our lives, 

be our sweet agreement 

at the meeting of our eyes. 

O Jesus, we love you, 

so we gather here, 

join our hearts in unity 

and take away our fear. 

Graham Kendrick 

© 1977 Thankyou Music 

Reproduced under CCLI licence number 19650 

So to you we’re gathering 

out of each and every land, 

Christ the love between us 

at the joining of our hands. 

 O Jesus . . .  

Jesus, stand among us 

at the breaking of the bread; 

join us as one body 

as we worship you, our Head. 

 O Jesus . . . 

 

Final Prayer and Blessing 

Wonderful God, 

help us to keep adventuring with you. 

May we allow ourselves to be filled 

with visions of your awesomeness, 

and may we know your presence 

closer to us than our own breathing. 

Thank you for creating us, 

for being visible to us in Jesus, 

and for inspiring and empowering us 

with your interweaving Spirit. Amen. 

May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Be with us now and for ever. Amen 

 

Copyright Acknowledgements where not already indicated above: 

Scripture passages marked CEV taken from the Holy Bible, Contemporary English Version, Second Edition, © 2006 

American Bible Society. Used by permission. Taken from www.bible.com 

All prayers from Roots, © 2021 Roots for Churches Ltd, www.rootsontheweb.com. Used with permission. 

Communion liturgy marked WGRG from the Wild Goose Worship Group, pages 85-90 


