
Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday, 28 November 2021, 10:30am 

Holy Communion led by the Rev Emma Cusack 

You can also join our Service today online or by telephone – details are in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma leading our Service here today; for our Stewards, and for others within the 
Church and beyond who continue to work quietly for the benefit of all. Please pray also for those of 
our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and consider whether they might 
welcome a call or visit from friends. 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows.”  James 1:17 

Notices 

VAL is home and resting. 

MANY THANKS TO RUTH for decorating our Advent Ring this year. Robin 

THIS YEAR OUR CHURCH IS INVITING SUGGESTIONS from members for Carols to be used in the 
Christmas Services – ones that you would like to sing, and we don’t often use. We’ll try to include as 
many as we can – send your suggestions to Vivienne or Richard or leave a note in the rack by next 
Sunday, 5th December please. I look forward to making this your Christmas. Emma 

CHURCH CLEANING – our last before Christmas, so time to polish those baubles etc. Saturday 4th 
December, 10:00 – noon, whenever you’re free! 

MINCE PIES – please may we have donations of mince pies for the various Services during December. 
Denise 

NEXT WEEK (5th December) our Service will be led by Richard Graham. We’ll also have full details of 
the various Christmas collections, who needs what and where to leave it! Robin 

 

 

The war is over and David has a bit of clearing up to do in his kingdom; have you ever heard of 
Mephibosheth? 

 

NOVEMBER 

Sunday 28 2 Samuel 2 (civil war - 8)  

Monday 29 2 Samuel 3 (Abner)  

Tuesday 30 2 Samuel 4 (Ishbaal’s murderers)  

DECEMBER 

Wednesday 1 2 Samuel 5 (King David)  

Thursday 2 2 Samuel 6 (the Ark)  

Friday 3 2 Samuel 7  (Temple plans)  

Saturday 4 Psalm 30  (David’s prayer for Temple) 



 
AND A SPECIAL INVITE FROM OUR FRIENDS AT RUXLEY CHURCH for next weekend. . . 

 

 



Morning Worship, 28 November, 10.30am 

First Sunday in Advent. Holy Communion. 

Led by Rev Emma Cusack 

 

Watch live or at a time convenient to you on YouTube: youtu.be/yL49q_k1LNk 

or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

 

To join the service through Zoom on your landline phone, 

dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement and when prompted, 

enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by #; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; 

and when prompted, the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

You will then be connected to the service – simply hang up at the end 

or whenever you wish to leave. 

 

Welcome & Prayer for the Church Family 

 

Call to Worship   (Roots) 

To be alive is sometimes to experience pain and even disaster. 

Jesus warns us not to overreact to disaster, 

but to try to see life from a wider perspective, 

looking for the coming of the kingdom of God. 

There is always hope: God will not forsake us. 

Come, let us worship 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 172 

Hills of the north, rejoice, 

river and mountain-spring, 

hark to the advent voice; 

valley and lowland, sing. 

Christ comes in righteousness and love, 

he brings salvation from above. 

Isles of the southern seas, 

sing to the listening earth; 

carry on every breeze 

hope of a world’s new birth: 

in Christ shall all be made anew; 

his word is sure, his promise true. 

https://youtu.be/yL49q_k1LNk
http://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Lands of the east, arise! 

He is your brightest morn; 

greet him with joyous eyes, 

let praise his path adorn: 

your seers have longed to know their Lord; 

to you he comes, the final Word. 

Shores of the utmost west, 

lands of the setting sun, 

welcome the heavenly guest 

in whom the dawn has come: 

he brings a never-ending light, 

who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 

Charles Ernest Oakley (1832–1865) 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle   (Roots) 

As we light this Advent candle, 

may its flame be for us a sign of hope; 

may its warmth be a symbol of God’s love for us; 

and may it inspire us to be hope bearers – 

people of compassion and integrity, 

as we gather in the name of Jesus 

who is the light of the world. Amen. 

 

The candle is lit 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 175 

Light of the world, 

you stepped down into darkness, 

opened my eyes, let me see 

beauty that made this heart adore you, 

hope of a life spent with you. 

So here I am to worship, 

here I am to bow down, 

here I am to say that you’re my God, 

you’re altogether lovely, 

altogether worthy, 

altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days 

oh so highly exalted, 

glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly you came to the earth you created, 

all for love’s sake became poor. 

 So here I am to worship. . .  

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

to see my sin upon that cross. 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

to see my sin upon that cross. 

 So here I am to worship. . .  

Tim Hughes 

© 2000 Thankyou Music. 

Reprinted with permission under CCLI number 19650 

 

 



Prayers    (Roots) 

God of mystery, 

 we have stepped into Advent and await your revelations. 

We have stepped into Advent, hoping that we and others 

 will see and feel and know your message. 

You are a patient, persevering God, who offers your all for us; 

 you offer to us the depth of your being, the essence of life, 

 the gift of love beyond compare. 

And we wait to celebrate again the gift of Jesus born for us, given for us. 

We look to you, for you will show us true life bursting forth. 

Amen. 

 

We wait, but don’t always find it easy to wait, 

 and for that we are sorry. 

We confess our impatience and our lack of attention 

 to the journey and its signposts. 

Teach us that preparation is part of the journey 

 and that the journey is part of the gift. 

You offer us a way to follow, a path to tread, 

 a journey that leads to hope, to joy, to trust and to love, 

 and we confess we do not always follow. 

Now, may we step into this Advent as faithful people, 

 seeking forgiveness and trying to follow your path, 

and believing you will be walking with us every step of the way.  

Amen. 

 

Reading: Jeremiah 33: 14-16   (NIV) 

‘ “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will fulfil the good promise I 

made to the people of Israel and Judah. 

‘ “In those days and at that time 

 I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

 he will do what is just and right in the land. 

In those days Judah will be saved 

 and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it will be called: 

 The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.” ’ 



Hymn: Singing the Faith 168 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Come, Lord Jesus, come, 

to this world of ours. 

Lord, we need you now; 

Lord, we need you now; 

Lord, we need you now in 

this world of ours. 

Fill us with your peace; 

fill us with your peace; 

fill us with your peace 

in this world of ours.

Touch us with your love; 

touch us with your love; 

touch us with your love 

in this world of ours. 

May we see your light; 

may we see your light; 

may we see your light 

in this world of ours. 

 

 

Francesca Leftley 

© 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

Reprinted with permission under CCLI number 19650 

 

Reading: Luke 21: 25-36   (NIV) 

Jesus said to them: ‘There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, 

nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 

People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 

heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in 

a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand 

up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

He told them this parable: ‘Look at the fig-tree and all the trees. When they sprout 

leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when 

you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

‘Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 

happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

‘Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and 

the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will 

come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, 

and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you 

may be able to stand before the Son of Man.’ 

 

Sermon 

 



Prayers of Intercession   (Roots) 

Loving God, we bring to you all those named in our hearts: 

those who find the winter hard; 

those who are not looking forward to the Christmas season; 

those who are being robbed of energy and life by illness or anxiety; 

those who have been bereaved. 

Touch their hearts with hope, 

and use us to bless them in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Offertory Hymn: Singing the Faith 169 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free, 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us for ever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

 

HOLY COMMUNION   (LDL) 

The peace of the Christ be with you;  

And also with you 

With the faithful who go before us,  

We are the body of Christ. 

In Christ is our unity. In Christ is our wholeness.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Father accept these offerings of bread and wine as tokens of all the good things 

which you give us. We give thanks to you for your whole creation.  

We give thanks for Jesus, your son, born into a human family. He shared our 

suffering and was cruelly killed. He lived for us; help us to live for him. 



Silence 

He told us to remember his death and his rising from the dead, which gives us life. 

We remember his death and rising from the dead. 

Our lives are changed by the knowledge that he is alive and with us. 

On the night that he was betrayed,  

Jesus had supper with his friends.  

He took the loaf of bread, gave thanks, and broke it in pieces. 

He shared it with them and said: 

“Take and eat, this is my body, my true self. I give my life for you.   

Do this as a way of recalling me”.  

After supper he took the cup of wine and thanked his Father for it.  

Then he gave it to them and said: 

“Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, my life which I give for you, 

to renew the relationship between the Father and humankind.  

Do this as a way of recalling me”. 

Lord Jesus, we recall your life, your death and rising from the dead. 

Help us to live as you did. 

And so, remembering how he sacrificed his life for us, 

believing that his life did not end with his death 

and realising his presence here among us now in this place, 

we do as he told us; 

 we offer bread and wine, 

 we offer ourselves to do what you wish us to do. 

 We offer you our lives. 

Help us to be open to receive your Spirit of power, freedom, and love; 

and when we share this bread and wine, 

may we also share in the life and true self of Jesus. 

Come, risen Lord. Live in us that we may live in you. 

Silence  

Now with all creation in all time, with joy we say: 

Holy, holy, holy, God our Father, 

all space and all time reflect your glory, 

now and always. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The gift of God to share among us 

Though there are many of us, 

we are one body for we share the same bread. 

 

Sharing of the Bread and Wine 

A steward will direct you to the front to receive Communion. 

Please approach the altar rail from the centre aisle 

and return to your seats via the side aisles. 

All are welcome to receive Communion. If you do not wish to receive, 

you may approach the front for a blessing, or simply stay in your seat. 

 

Prayer after Communion   (MWB) 

Let us pray together: 

We thank you Lord, 

for feeding us with the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. 

Keep us in your grace and at the coming of Christ in glory; 

Bring us with your saints into the life of your kingdom. Amen 

 

 



Hymn: Singing the Faith 180 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O come, O Lord of might 

who to your tribes, on Sinai’s height, 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud, and majesty, and awe: 

Latin, 18th century, 

based on the ancient Advent Antiphons 

translated by John Mason Neale (1811–1866)

O come, O Rod of Jesse, free 

your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o’er the grave: 

O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery: 

O come, O Day-spring, come and cheer 

our spirits by your advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 

 

Dismissal   (MWB) 

The day of the Lord is surely coming. 

Be faithful in worship, unwavering in hope, 

fervent in the work of God’s kingdom 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

The blessing of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be yours, now and always. Amen 

 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

The peace is shared 
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