
Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday, 5 December 2021, 10:30am 

Morning Worship led by Richard Graham 

You can also join our Service today online or by telephone – details are in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Richard leading our Service here today and for Emma at Ruxley this morning; for our 
Stewards, and for others within the Church and beyond who continue to work quietly for the benefit 
of all. Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited 
and consider whether they might welcome a call or visit from friends. 

“Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously.” 2 Corinthians 9:6 

Notices 

MASK WEARING latest news from the Methodist Church. “There has been no change in the 
Government advice with regards to worship (there is no requirement for people to wear masks in 
church). However, since September the Methodist Church has been encouraging local congregations 
to continue to wear masks in worship for the sake of others who are gathered. Given that a new 
variant has been identified it seems wise that local trustees encourage members of congregations to 
wear a mask during worship.” So please, if you can, wear a face covering – single use masks are 
available in the vestibule as you enter. Robin 

THIS YEAR OUR CHURCH IS INVITING SUGGESTIONS from members for Carols to be used in the 
Christmas Services – ones that you would like to sing, and we don’t often use. So, a final reminder – 
send your suggestions to Vivienne or Richard or leave a note in the rack by today please. I look 
forward to making this your Christmas. Emma 

CHURCH CLEANING – Many thanks to those who were able to come along yesterday for the final 
clean of 2021. 

LINK MAGAZINE is available today – would neighbourhood deliverers please collect their copies from 
the vestibule pew – thanks. Robin 

MINCE PIES – please may we have donations of mince pies for the various Services during December. 
Leave on the side in the kitchen please, or, if you can reach, on the top shelf of the catering cupboard. 
Denise 

QUIET REFLECTIVE SERVICE – the evening Service for next Wednesday (8th December) has been 
cancelled. We aim to restart in January – date to be advised. Pat P 

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP. There will be no Tuesday Fellowship at Stoneleigh next Tuesday (7th); for 
those who have booked we will be having a joint Christmas Meal at Ruxley Church at 12:30pm – wear 
your jolly Christmas jumpers. 

Our last meeting of 2021 will be the following week on the 14th, and we will reconvene on 4th January. 
Pat 



CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS. Here’s my best attempt at trying to clarify who’s collecting what for which 
charity, and where to leave it. Robin 

• Foodbank – their collections for Goodie bags are now closed, and the focus is on their normal 
tinned or dried staples, or cash donations - details on their website. Leave at the bottom of the 
Church stairwell, or deliver direct to the Resource Center in Ruxley Lane. 

• Whitechapel Mission – no special requests this year, and their focus seems to be on sponsored 
financial donations, for instance £5.00 to feed, shower and clothe an individual for a day. Our 
offertory collection next week will be for Whitechapel. Donations for the ongoing need for 
warm clothing etc can be left at the bottom of the Church stairwell. 

• Action for ChiIdren – the offertory collections at our Carols by Candlelight, Crib and Christmas 
Day Services will be for AfC. 

• Sudbury School – our Minister’s charity in Ghana. Today and next week we accept gifts of 
pencils, biros, crayons & rubbers etc for the school. Please leave in the stairwell at the back of 
the Church. 

• Churches Together in Ewell - their Goodie bags will be made up after Sunday 19th December, 
largely with donations from commercial sources. If you have a quantity of small items you 
think would be appreciated, speak to Steve. 

If the Church is closed donations can be left on the old communion table opposite the New Room in 
the back corridor, or in the porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road, and we’ll sort from there. Robin 

CHRISTMAS CARDS. As in past years, we’re happy for you to use the rack in the vestibule to pass on 
Christmas cards to those you think will be in Church before Christmas. Please check for cards left for 
your, your family or close neighbours. Robin 

FROM RUXLEY - IN CHRIS MORLEY’S SERMON last week he mentioned an Advent activity which 
requires people to have access to the appropriate website. That link is – one activity per day - 
traidcraftexchange.org/injustice-advent-calendar. 

If you would like to access to Chris’s daily reflection which we have mentioned before in our 
NewsSheet, the link is facebook.com/chris.morley.568294/. 

QUIZ NIGHT AT RUXLEY CHURCH on Saturday 22nd January 2022, 7:00 for 7:15pm - and SMC are 
invited! All the family welcome - easy to play, no experience necessary - and there will be a raffle 
during the evening. One price fits all £12 (no concessions) towards the cost of food, stationery & 
prizes etc - this includes a Fish & Chip Supper, but.please bring your own drinks, glasses & cutlery. 
Tickets available in advance - get yours NOW! NB This event is subject to the latest Government 
advice 

Further information and tickets available from Emma.  

CHURCHES TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS. This year, due to the ongoing Covid situation, we will not be 
holding our usual Christmas lunch event. Nonetheless we are providing Goodie Boxes to those who 
will be alone on Christmas Day, as we did last year. Please can we ask that you let us know of anyone 
in such a position who would appreciate a Goodie box. Also, could we be informed of any changes in 
circumstances of anyone known to you who is one of our regular guests. In each case, please contact 
Sally on 020 8393 3011. Thank you, The Together at Christmas Team 

DENISE LATEST – Denise thanks everyone for their good wishes, and is now looking forward(!) to 7 
days isolation and 6 weeks in a sling. Robin isn’t so sure! 

  

https://traidcraftexchange.org/injustice-advent-calendar?utm_term=0_51d68634b7-4c805d831c-21168553
https://www.facebook.com/chris.morley.568294/


CHRISTMAS LUNCH as an alternative, the King's Church in Ewell (off Gibraltar Crescent) are offering 
free meals again this year to anyone who's alone this Christmas or struggling to feed their families at 
this difficult time. 

After their morning service on Christmas Day, the King’s Church will be open from 12:15 to 2:30pm 
for Christmas lunch. There’s a choice of roast turkey or beef with all the trimmings or a vegan option 
of baked vegetables with stuffing and mushroom gravy. All are welcome to join them, but they'd be 
grateful if you would book in advance to help give them an idea of numbers. Booking appears to be 
by online form only at thekingschurch.org/christmasmeals. 

NEXT WEEK (12th December) our Parade Gift Service will be led by Emma. 

 

All families have problems of some kind or another, and David’s is no exception. We are likely aware 
of the story of Bathsheba, but  there is also the problem with Amnon, Tamar and Absalom. 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 5  2 Samuel 9 (Jonathan’s son)  

Monday 6 2 Samuel 10 (the Ammonites)  

Tuesday 7 2 Samuel 11:1 to 12-25 & Matthew 1:6 (David and Bathsheba)  

Wednesday 8 Psalm 32 (David’s repentance)  

Thursday 9 2 Samuel 13  (Amnon and Tamar)  

Friday 10  2 Samuel 14 (Absalom - 1)  

Saturday 11 Psalm 69   

 

 

 

  

http://thekingschurch.org/christmasmeals


Morning Worship, 5 December, 10:30am 

Second Sunday in Advent. Led by Richard Graham 

Watch live or at a time convenient to you on YouTube: youtu.be/SIuERJ0mlGA 

or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

To join the service through Zoom on your landline phone, 

dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement and when prompted, 

enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by #; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; 

and when prompted, the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

You will then be connected to the service – simply hang up at the end 

or whenever you wish to leave. 

 

Welcome & Prayer for the Church Family 

 

Call to Worship – Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  (StF 792) 

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 

who has come to his people 

 and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets, 

God promised of old 

 to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

To show mercy to our ancestors, 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath God swore 

 to our father Abraham: 

to set us free 

 from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called 

 the prophet of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord 

 to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness 

 and the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Luke 1: 68-19 

© The Archbishops’ Council

https://youtu.be/SIuERJ0mlGA
http://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Hymn: Singing the Faith 178 

Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew, 

come to make all things new; 

bear his people’s burden, 

freely love and pardon: 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 

who will make him welcome? 

God in time, God in man, 

this is God’s timeless plan: 

he will come, as a man, 

born himself of woman, 

God divinely human: 

 Ring, bells, ring . . .  

Mary, hail! Though afraid, 

she believed, she obeyed. 

In her womb, God is laid; 

’til the time expected, 

nurtured and protected: 

 Ring, bells, ring . . . 

Journey ends! Where afar 

Bethlem shines, like a star, 

stable door stands ajar. 

Unborn Son of Mary, 

Saviour, do not tarry! 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

Jesus comes! Jesus comes! 

We will make him welcome! 

Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) 

© 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

Reprinted with permission under CCLI number 19650 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle   (Roots) 

As we light our second Advent candle, 

may its flame be a light that shines for all to see – 

a sign that Jesus is for all. 

May we know God’s presence and power 

as we gather in the name of Jesus, 

who is the light of the world. Amen. 

The first and second candles are lit 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 59 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

in the midst of the darkness, shining: 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 

set us free by the truth you now bring us — 

shine on me, shine on me. 



Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth your word, 

Lord, and let there be light! 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by your blood I may enter your brightness: 

search me, try me, consume all my darkness — 

shine on me, shine on me. 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

so our faces display your likeness, 

ever changing from glory to glory: 

mirrored here, may our lives tell your story — 

shine on me, shine on me.   Graham Kendrick 

      © 1987 Make Way Music Ltd 

      Reprinted with permission under CCLI number 19650 

 

Prayers 

Holy God, 

you are our eternal salvation,   (SPCK) 

the unfailing life of the world. 

Light everlasting, 

you are truly our redemption. 

Grieving that the human race was perishing 

through the tempter’s power, 

without leaving the heights 

you came to the depths in your loving kindness. 

Readily taking our humanity by your own gracious will, 

you saved all earthly creatures, longs since lost, 

restoring joy to the world. 

Redeem our souls and bodies, O Christ, 

and so possess us as your shining dwellings. 



By your first coming, make us righteous; 

by your second coming, set us free: 

so that, when the world is filled with light 

and you judge all things, 

we may be clad in spotless robes 

and follow in your footsteps, O King, 

into the heavenly hall. Amen.   (Unknown, 10th Century) 

 

There are signs of God, and we are blind to them,  (Roots) 

there are voices that cry out, and we close our ears to them. 

There are signs of people’s need, and we do not see them, 

and cries of those in pain, and we pass them by. 

There are signs of God’s kingdom to be seen, 

and the voice of the Holy Spirit to be heard: 

O God, forgive us when we ignore you 

and ignore our neighbours, near and far. Amen. 

God spoke through Zechariah, saying, ‘Tell the people: 

they will be saved by the forgiveness of their sins.’ 

God’s promises endure for ever and ever; 

so, let us be assured, our sins are forgiven. Amen. 

 

 

Readings: Baruch 5:1-9   (NRSV) 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 

 and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God. 

Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

 put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 

for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. 

For God will give you evermore the name, 

 ‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 

 look towards the east, 

and see your children gathered from west and east 

 at the word of the Holy One, 

 rejoicing that God has remembered them. 



For they went out from you on foot, 

 led away by their enemies; 

but God will bring them back to you, 

 carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

For God has ordered that every high mountain 

  and the everlasting hills be made low 

 and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 

 so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

The woods and every fragrant tree 

 have shaded Israel at God’s command. 

For God will lead Israel with joy, 

 in the light of his glory, 

 with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

Philippians 1:3-11   (NRSV) 

Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your 

heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 

the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for 

all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 

and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ 

you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 231 

The silent stars shine down on us 

with bright but sightless eye, 

unmindful of our little earth, 

of us who live and die. 

Are we but grains of stranded sand 

beside a cosmic sea 

that lie unvalued and unseen 

in such immensity? 



Creator of all stars, you came 

to grace our transient race. 

In Christ you spoke a Word that broke 

the silences of space. 

Still through that Word you call our hearts 

to know that we are known, 

to trust we do not walk through time 

unvalued and alone. 

We see the star the wise men saw 

and hope again is stirred. 

We track the footprints left in time 

by your incarnate Word. 

We see them climb a lonely hill 

where Love is left to die — 

the Love that formed the farthest star 

and hears the faintest cry.

O Christ, the bright and morning Star 

whose radiance does not fade, 

whose glory filled the universe 

before the planets played: 

come, heal our hearts of blinding doubt 

till faith shall end in sight. 

Shine down upon our darkened earth 

and conquer sin’s long night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr (1923–2007) 

© 1997 GIA Publications Inc. 

Reprinted with permission under One License 633674-A. ARR. 

 

Message 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 554 

In this place, with God’s word, 

what we’ve hoped is now made true. 

Prophets’ dreams we have heard; 

now they’re real, O Christ, in you! 

Immanuel, you are here — 

God with us, with each one! 

Amazing love! Now it’s clear 

God’s welcome year is begun! 

At this time, here and now, 

longing hearts no longer wait. 

Christ himself shows us how 

love divine melts fear and hate. 

 Immanuel . . .  

In my life, in my heart, 

Christ comes with the Spirit’s fire! 

This is God’s brand new start, 

giving me my hope’s desire! 

 Immanuel . . .  

In this place, at this time, 

in my life, Immanuel. 

 

 

 

 

© Peter Relf 

Used with permission  

Offering 

 



Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn: Songs of Fellowship 1239 

From the squalor of a borrowed stable,  

by the Spirit and a virgin's faith;  

to the anguish and the shame of scandal  

came the Saviour of the human race!  

But the skies were filled with the praise of heaven,  

shepherds listen as the angels tell  

of the Gift of God come down to man  

at the dawning of Immanuel. 

King of heaven now the Friend of sinners, 

humble servant in the Father's hands, 

filled with power and the Holy Spirit, 

filled with mercy for the broken man. 

Yes, He walked my road and He felt my pain, 

joys and sorrows that I know so well; 

yet His righteous steps give me hope again -  

I will follow my Immanuel! 

Through the kisses of a friend's betrayal, 

he was lifted on a cruel cross; 

he was punished for a world's transgressions, 

he was suffering to save the lost. 

He fights for breath, He fights for me, 

loosing sinners from the claims of hell; 

and with a shout our souls are free -  

death defeated by Immanuel! 

Now He's standing in the place of honour, 

crowned with glory on the highest throne, 

interceding for His own beloved 

’til His Father calls to bring them home! 

Then the skies will part as the trumpet sounds 

hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 

but the Bride will run to her Lover's arms, 

giving glory to Immanuel!   Stuart Townend 

      © 1999 Thankyou Music 

     Reprinted with permission under CCLI number 19650 



Blessing  

 

Dismissal Hymn:

Ding dong! Merrily on high, 

in heaven the bells are ringing, 

ding dong! Verily the sky, 

is riven with angels singing: 

 Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

E'en so here below, below, 

let steeple bells be swungen; 

and io, io, io, 

by priest and people sungen. 

 Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

Ding dong! Merrily on high, 

the curse of sin is broken: 

ding dong! Open up your eyes, 

the celebration's starting! 

 Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, 

fa la la la la, la la la la; 

'tis the season to be jolly, 

fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Strike the harp and join the chorus, 

fa la la, la la la, la la la; 

all together sing we joyous: 

fa la la la la, la la la la. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. R. Woodward (1848-1934), T. Oliphant (1799-1873) 

Adpt. Rend Collective, © 2014 Thankyou Music,  

Reproduced under CCLI Licence number 19650 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Acknowledgements where not already indicated above: 

Scripture passages marked NRSV from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used with permission. Taken from bible.oremus.org 

Prayers marked MWB from The Methodist Worship Book, © 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Used with permission. 

Prayers marked ‘Roots’, © 2018-2021 Roots for Churches Ltd. Used with permission. 

Prayers marked ‘SPCK’ taken from The SPCK Book of Christian Prayer, published 1995 by SPCK. 



 


