
Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday, 12 December 2021, 10:30am 

Parade & Gift Service led by the Rev Emma Cusack 

You can also join our Service today online or by telephone – details are in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma leading our Service here today and at Ruxley this evening; for our Stewards, 
and for others within the Church and beyond who continue to work quietly for the benefit of all. 
Please pray also for those of our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and 
consider whether they might welcome a call or visit from friends. 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven” Matthew 5:16 

Notices 

We were sorry to learn that JILL CHESSUM’S SON IAN had passed recently. Please hold Jill and family 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

MASK WEARING – the Government has announced that masks must now be worn (unless exempt) in 
church during worship, including during communal singing. Single use masks are available in the 
vestibule as you enter. We will also be repeating the ventilation and spacing that we implemented at 
the Remembrance Church Parade, so do follow the advice of our stewards – thank you. Robin 

MINCE PIES – please may we have donations of mince pies for the various Services during December. Leave 
on the side in the kitchen please, or, if you can reach, on the top shelf of the catering cupboard. Denise 

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP. Our last meeting of 2021 will be this coming week on the 14th, and we will 
reconvene on 4th January. Pat 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS.  

• Whitechapel Mission – our Offertory collection this week will be for Whitechapel to support 
their ongoing work with the homeless. Physical donations for the enduring need for warm 
clothing etc can be left at the bottom of the Church stairwell. 

• Sudbury School – our Minister’s charity in Ghana. Today we accept gifts of pencils, biros, 
crayons & rubbers etc for the school. 

• Foodbank – the focus now is on their normal tinned or dried staples, or cash donations - 
details on their website. Leave at the bottom of the Church stairwell, or deliver direct to the 
Resource Centre in Ruxley Lane. 

• Action for ChiIdren – the Offertory collections at our Carols by Candlelight, Crib, and Christmas 
Day Services will be for AfC. 

• Churches Together in Ewell - their Goodie bags will be made up after Sunday 19th December, 
largely with donations from commercial sources. If you have a quantity of small items you 
think would be appreciated, speak to Steve. 

If the Church is closed donations can be left on the old communion table opposite the New Room in 
the back corridor, or in the porch of 198 Stoneleigh Park Road, and we’ll sort from there. Robin 



CHRISTMAS CARDS. As in past years, we’re happy for you to use the rack in the vestibule to pass on 
Christmas cards to those you think will be in Church before Christmas. Please check for cards left for 
your, your family or close neighbours. Robin 

QUIZ NIGHT AT RUXLEY CHURCH on Saturday 22nd January 2022, 7:00 for 7:15pm - and SMC are 
invited! All the family welcome - easy to play, no experience necessary - and there will be a raffle 
during the evening. One price fits all £12 (no concessions) towards the cost of food, stationery & 
prizes etc - this includes a Fish & Chip Supper, but please bring your own drinks, glasses & cutlery. 
Tickets available in advance - get yours NOW! Further information and tickets available from Emma. 
NB This event will be subject to the latest Government advice. 

KATHRYN’S MERCY HOME (our sponsored charity in India) has sent us the following message: - 
“Thanks: Our Sincere thanks to all our Sponsor Parents, Churches, Schools and friends for their kind 
link and continuous supports for the new life giving KMH project. Hundreds of rural Dalit girls 
successfully completed the college and vocational courses and settled in a new life in the last 2 
decades. You are all our great strength and enablers. 

We have arranged Christmas celebration in 12th December at Joan's Grace Home and 15th at Kathryn's 
School. Cultural programs, drama and dances will be held. We will give the new cloths to all the girls, 
elderly ladies, and project workers. We will arrange chicken Priyani as a Christmas dinner. Your extra 
donations will be very much helpful to the Christmas functions. May your heart be filled with Peace 
and Joy that Christmas represents. I am so glad you are a part of our KMH and JGH family. Wishing 
you a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 2022!” The full letter is on the board in the vestibule. SMC 
donates annually to Kathryn’s Mercy Home and associated charities, a project introduced to us by our 
previous Minister the Rev Ian Howarth (1990-97).  

NEXT WEEK (19th December) our Holy Communion Service at 10:30am will be led by Emma, as will 
our Carols by Candlelight Service at 6:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we continue to hear the story of Absalom and what happened when David returned. 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 12 2 Samuel 15 (Absalom - 2)  

Monday 13 2 Samuel 16 (Absalom - 3)  

Tuesday 14 2 Samuel 17 (Absalom - 4)  

Wednesday 15 2 Samuel 18:1 to 19:8  (Absalom - 5)  

Thursday 16 2 Samuel 19:9-43 (David returns)  

Friday 17 2 Samuel 20 (rebellion)  

Saturday 18 2 Samuel 21 (Gibeonites) 

 



Parade & Gift Service 

12 December 2021, 10:30am 

Third Sunday in Advent. Led by Rev Emma Cusack 

Watch live or at a time convenient to you on YouTube: youtu.be/4kLxc68_pX4 

or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

 

To join the service through Zoom on your landline phone, 

dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement and when prompted, 

enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by #; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; 

and when prompted, the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

You will then be connected to the service – simply hang up at the end 

or whenever you wish to leave. 

 

Introit: Singing the Faith 180 

 During the singing of this hymn, the flags of the Uniformed Organisations 

 will be brought to the front of the church. 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O come, O Lord of might 

who to your tribes, on Sinai’s height, 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud, and majesty, and awe: 

Latin, 18th century, 

based on the ancient Advent Antiphons 

translated by John Mason Neale (1811–1866)

O come, O Rod of Jesse, free 

your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o’er the grave: 

O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery: 

O come, O Day-spring, come and cheer 

our spirits by your advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 

 

Welcome & Prayer for the Church Family 

 Led by a Church Steward 

https://youtu.be/4kLxc68_pX4
http://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Lighting of the Advent Candle   (Roots) 

The first two candles are lit. 

As we light this Advent candle, 

may its flame be for us a sign of the light 

that reveals to us our path through life, 

that inspires us to live simply and generously 

after the example and call of John the Baptist 

that we ourselves may be signs of the good news we proclaim. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The third candle is lit. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 59 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

in the midst of the darkness, shining: 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 

set us free by the truth you now bring us — 

shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth your word, 

Lord, and let there be light! 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by your blood I may enter your brightness: 

search me, try me, consume all my darkness — 

shine on me, shine on me. 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

so our faces display your likeness, 

ever changing from glory to glory: 

mirrored here, may our lives tell your story — 

shine on me, shine on me.   Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music Ltd 

      Reprinted with permission under CCLI number 19650 



Reading: Isaiah 12: 1-6   (GNB) 

 A day is coming when people will sing, 

“I praise you, LORD! You were angry with me, 

 but now you comfort me and are angry no longer. 

God is my saviour; 

 I will trust him and not be afraid. 

The LORD gives me power and strength; 

 he is my saviour. 

As fresh water brings joy to the thirsty, 

 so God's people rejoice when he saves them.” 

 A day is coming when people will sing, 

“Give thanks to the LORD! Call for him to help you! 

 Tell all the nations what he has done! 

 Tell them how great he is! 

Sing to the LORD because of the great things he has done. 

 Let the whole world hear the news. 

Let everyone who lives in Zion shout and sing! 

 Israel's holy God is great, 

 and he lives among his people.” 

 

Talk 

 “Tell all the nations what he has done” 

 Includes presentation on the work at Sudbury School in Ghana 

 

Invitation to bring gifts to the front of the Sanctuary 

 

Blessing of Gifts and Offering 

 We invite you to stand as the gifts and offerings are being blessed. 

Father God, as we thank you for your constant love in our lives, we present these 

offerings of money in love for the work of your kingdom. May our gifts to Sudbury 

School support the educational needs of children and students and thank you Lord 

for making us part of their stability. 

 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

Father, we thank you for the ways in which the Whitechapel Mission and other 

charitable organisations such as Foodbank are helping so many families in need 

as they journey through life. Help us to continue to support their work and for 

continuity. 

Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you for staff and for volunteers and all who care in so many ways. Bless 

them as they carry out your work in our world and share your love with all in need.  

Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

 

Dear God, we pray for everyone who is worshipping with us in person and online, 

especially all our Uniformed Organisations. Please lead us each day and may we 

know that you are with us. 

Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread,  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  

now and for ever. 

Amen 

  



Closing Prayer    (Roots) 

Lord, help us to go into the world in peace; 

to be of good courage; 

to hold fast to that which is good; 

to strengthen the fainthearted; 

to support the weak; 

to honour everyone; 

and to love and serve the Lord. 

Be within us and among us, 

and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May the blessing of God, 

Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all, now and always.  Amen 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 350 

 The flag procession will take place during this hymn. 

I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, 

should set his love upon the sons of men, 

or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wanderers, 

to bring them back, they know not how or when. 

But this I know, that he was born of Mary 

when Bethlem’s manger was his only home, 

and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 

and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 

I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 

as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 

or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 

the crown of pain to three-and-thirty years. 

But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 

and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 

and lifts the burden from the heavy-laden, 

for yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is here. 



I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 

how he will claim his earthly heritage, 

how satisfy the needs and aspirations 

of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 

But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 

and he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 

and some glad day his sun shall shine in splendour, 

when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 

when at his bidding every storm is stilled, 

or who can say how great the jubilation 

when all the hearts of men with love are filled.  

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 

and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 

and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer:  Wm Young Fullerton (1857–1932) 

‘at last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!’  Public Domain 

 

 

Refreshments will be available in the Link Room after the service. 
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