
Welcome to Stoneleigh Methodist Church 

Sunday, 19 December 2021 

10:30am - Holy Communion led by the Rev Emma Cusack 

6:30pm – Carols by Candlelight led by the Rev Emma Cusack – Online only 

You can also join our Services today online or by telephone – details are in the Service header 

Prayers 

Please pray for Emma leading our Services here today; for our Stewards, and for others within the 
Church and beyond who continue to work quietly for the benefit of all. Please pray also for those of 
our Church family who are unwell or finding their mobility limited and consider whether they might 
welcome a call or visit from friends. 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 
Ephesians 4:32  

Notices 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN – The pew collection this Sunday will be for AfC and there are envelopes in 
the pews so that your donations can be Gift Aided. 

MASK WEARING – the Government has announced that masks must now be worn (unless exempt) in 
church during worship, including during communal singing. Single use masks are available in the 
vestibule as you enter. We will also be repeating the ventilation and spacing that we implemented at 
the recent Church Parade, so do follow the advice of our stewards this morning – thank you. Robin 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS.  

• Whitechapel Mission – our collection last week raised £150 for Whitechapel and this, together 
with a trailer full of warm clothing and food, will be collected by the Whitechapel team. Our 
clothing collections will continue throughout 2022. 

• Action for ChiIdren – our Offertory collections at our Carols by Candlelight, Crib, and Christmas 
Day Services would have been for AfC. Should you wish to support this charity there will be 
envelopes in the pews this morning, and those envelopes may be added to the collection bag. 
Alternatively AfC donations can be put through our front door at 198 Stoneleigh Park Road – 
there are Gift Aid envelopes in our porch. 

If the Church is closed, Whitechapel clothing donations can be left on the old communion table 
opposite the New Room in the back corridor or, if the Centre is closed, in the porch of 198 Stoneleigh 
Park Road, and we’ll sort from there. Robin 

CHRISTMAS CARDS. As in past years we’re happy for you to use the rack in the vestibule to pass on 
Christmas cards to those you think will be in Church this morning. Today is the last day for cards to be 
left; so please check for cards left for you, your family or close neighbours before you leave. Robin 

STAN BROWN & FAMILY – we have a Christmas card and Family News from Stan & family – seems 
he’s looking forward to retirement! On the board in the vestibule. Robin 



BRENDA & KEN have changed their email address – let them know if you’d like to know their new 
one. Robin 

FROM THE MINISTER. “I would to thank everyone for taking time to send me and my family a card 
with all good wishes for Christmas and the New Year. On behalf of Bill and Miles and myself, I will also 
like to wish everyone and your family a Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year.” Emma 

SMC CHRISTMAS CARD. Since the start of COVID restrictions in March 2020 our numbers in Church 
have been reduced significantly, but we’ve done our best to ensure that all members receive the 
weekly NewsSheet. This system might get a little difficult to maintain over the next few weeks, so we 
wanted to take this opportunity to send Christmas wishes from the Church family, and to wish you a 
Happy New Year. As the Church is not open until 2022, we will try to get any cards from the rack 
delivered before Christmas. From the SMC elves 

RUXLEY CHURCH IS CELEBRATING 20 YEARS of being an LEP on Sunday 30th January 2022 at 10:00am 
(please note time). Everyone at Stoneleigh hase been invited to join them for their Service – 
Stoneleigh will be closed that day. The preacher will be the Rev Dr Mark Wakelin, former President of 
the Methodist Church for 2012. We are also invited to stay for lunch afterwards, and there is a sign-
up sheet by the Memorial book. As it seems unlikely that we will be back in Church before the New 
Year, and the closing date for lunch registration is 9th January 2022, feel free to get in touch with us 
by phone/email and we’ll add your name for you. Robin/Denise 

NEXT WEEK we have our Family Worship (online only) at 10:30am on Christmas morning with Emma, 
and a live streamed Circuit Service from 10:30am on Boxing Day, both on YouTube at bit.ly/SMCTube. 
Copies of these Services will be emailed during the week, delivered by hand where we can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Solomon’s ascension to kingship was not as easy as we might think. He was far from the eldest son of King 
David, and his favouritism led to trouble. Not the first, or the last, time this has happened! 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 19 2 Samuel 22:1 to 23:7 (thanksgiving)  

Monday 20 2 Samuel 23:8-23 [skim v24-39] (brave men)  

Tuesday 21 1 Chronicles 21 and 22  (census)  

Wednesday 22 1 Kings 1  (Adonijah)   

Thursday 23 1 Kings 2  (King Solomon)   

Friday 24 1 Kings 3 and 4:7, v20 to 34  (wisdom of Solomon)  

Saturday 25 Song of Solomon/Songs (read or skim)  

Some stories are spread over different areas of Scripture, so for our Christmas break here are the stories of the 

Ark, Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth, and David’s first wife Michal in their entirety. 

The Ark  1 Sam 4 to 7, 2 Sam 6  

Mephibosheth 2 Sam 4:4 , 2 Sam 9, 16, 19 and 21 

Michal  1 Sam 14, 18, 19, 25, and 2 Sam 3 and 6 

 

https://bit.ly/SMCTube


Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

19 December 2021, 10:30am 

Fourth Sunday in Advent. Led by Rev Emma Cusack 

Watch live or at a time convenient to you on YouTube: youtu.be/djo2wjPyS70 or 

join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

 

To join the service through Zoom on your landline phone, 

dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement and when prompted, 

enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by #; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; 

and when prompted, the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

You will then be connected to the service – simply hang up at the end 

or whenever you wish to leave. 

 

Introit: Zither Carol 

Girls and boys, leave your toys, make no noise, 

kneel at his crib and worship him. 

At thy shrine, child divine, we are thine; 

Our Saviour's here! 

 Hallelujah! the church bells ring, 

 hallelujah! the angels sing, 

 hallelujah! from everything; 

 all must draw near. 

On that day far away Jesus lay, 

angels were watching 'round his head. 

Holy Child, mother mild, undefiled, 

we sing thy praise. 

 Hallelujah! the church bells ring, 

 hallelujah! the angels sing, 

 hallelujah! from everything; 

 our hearts we raise. 

Shepherds came at the fame of thy name: 

angels their guide to Bethlehem; 

in that place filled with grace saw thy face, 

Stood at the door. 

 Hallelujah! the church bells ring, 

 hallelujah! the angels sing, 

 hallelujah! from everything; 

 love evermore. 

Cherubim, seraphim: worship him; 

Sun, moon and stars proclaim his power! 

Every day on our way, we shall say: 

Hallelujah! 

 Hallelujah! the church bells ring, 

 hallelujah! the angels sing, 

 hallelujah! from everything; 

 Hallelujah 

Traditional Czech Carol

 

https://youtu.be/djo2wjPyS70
http://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Welcome & Prayer for the Church Family 

 

Call to Worship 

Great and wonderful are the things the Lord our God has done for us.  The people 

who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

In the silence and stillness, let us open our hearts and lives to God, that we may be 

prepared for his coming as Light and Word, as Bread and Wine. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 177 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

God appears on earth to reign. 

Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in glorious majesty; 

we who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears; 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 

with what rapture 

gaze we on those glorious scars. 

Sing, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

come, Lord Jesus! 

Everlasting God, come down! 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle   (Roots) 

The first three candles are lit. 

As we light our fourth Advent candle, 

may its flame be for us a sign of blessing. 

As Mary and Elizabeth greeted each other, 

and Mary praised God for the blessings received, 

may we know God’s blessing in our lives and community, 

as we offer prayers and praises in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The fourth candle is lit. 

 

 



Prayer of Confession 

Loving God, you have searched us and known us, 

our blindness, our frailties, our fears, and our selfishness. 

In sorrow we confess that we have sinned against you 

and disobeyed your command to love. 

Forgive us, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who became like us, that we might become like him. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 206 

It was on a starry night 

when the hills were bright, 

earth lay sleeping, 

sleeping calm and still; 

then in a cattle shed, 

in a manger bed 

a boy was born, 

King of all the world. 

And all the angels sang for him, 

the bells of heaven rang for him; 

for a boy was born, 

King of all the world. 

Soon the shepherds came that way, 

where the baby lay, 

and were kneeling, 

kneeling by his side. 

And their hearts believed once more, 

for the peace of all; 

for a boy was born, 

King of all the world. 

 And all the angels . . .  

 

Joy Webb 
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Collect 

God our Redeemer, 

you chose the Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour. 

Fill us with your grace, 

that in all things we may embrace your holy will 

and with her rejoice in your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

 



Readings: Micah 5:2-5a   (NRSV) 

The Ruler from Bethlehem 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labour has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 

 If the Assyrians come into our land 

 and tread upon our soil, 

we will raise against them seven shepherds 

 and eight installed as rulers. 

 

Luke 1:39-45   (NRSV) 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 

that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

 

  



Hymn: Singing the Faith 207 

Let earth and heaven combine, 

angels and all agree, 

to praise in songs divine 

the incarnate Deity, 

our God contracted to a span, 

incomprehensibly made man. 

He laid his glory by, 

he wrapped him in our clay; 

unmarked by human eye, 

the latent Godhead lay; 

infant of days he here became, 

and bore the mild Immanuel’s name. 

Unsearchable the love 

that has the Saviour brought; 

the grace is far above 

both earth’s and angels’ thought: 

suffice for us that God, we know, 

our God, is manifest below. 

He deigns in flesh to appear, 

widest extremes to join; 

to bring our vileness near, 

and make us all divine: 

and we the life of God shall know, 

for God is manifest below. 

Made perfect first in love, 

and sanctified by grace, 

we shall from earth remove, 

and see his glorious face: 

his love shall then be fully showed, 

and we shall all be lost in God. 

 

 

 

 
 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

 

Reflection 

 

Proclamation 

We say together: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God, and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us.

You are seated 

at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen 



Offering 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to all in whom he delights. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you 

We great one another in the name of Christ. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 222 

Who would think that what was needed 

to transform and save the earth 

might not be a plan or army, 

proud in purpose, proved in worth? 

Who would think, despite derision, 

that a child might lead the way? 

God surprises earth with heaven, 

coming here on Christmas Day. 

Shepherds watch and wise men wonder, 

monarchs scorn and angels sing; 

such a place as none would reckon 

hosts a holy helpless thing. 

Stable beasts and by-passed strangers 

watch a baby laid in hay: 

God surprises earth with heaven, 

coming here on Christmas Day. 

  



Centuries of skill and science 

span the past from which we move, 

yet experience questions whether, 

with such progress, we improve. 

While the human lot we ponder, 

lest our hopes and humour fray, 

God surprises earth with heaven, 

coming here on Christmas Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (1958–2019) 

© 1987 WGRG, Iona Community. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Preparation 

Lord and Giver of every good thing, 

we bring to you 

bread and wine for our communion, 

lives and gifts for your kingdom, 

all for transformation through your grace and love, 

made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Father, it is our joy and delight, 

our reason for being, 

to offer you thanks and praise. 

All your actions show wisdom and love. 

Through your Word 

 you spoke creation into existence 

and made us in your image and likeness. 

When we disobeyed you 

 and drew away from you, 

you did not leave us in darkness 

but sent your Son, the Word made flesh, 

to be the light of the world. 

Emptying himself of all but love, 

he was born of Mary, 

shared our human nature 

 and died on the cross. 

Yet you have raised him from death 

 into eternal life; 

and through him you have sent 

 your holy and life-giving Spirit 

to make us your people, a people of light, 

to reflect your glory in all the earth.  



And so with angels and archangels, 

and all the heavenly choir 

we join in the unending hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes 

 in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and redeeming God, 

we see your grace and truth 

 in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who, on the night in which he was betrayed, 

took bread, gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take this and eat it. 

This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

In the same way, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it to them, saying, 

‘Drink from it all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many, 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’ 

Christ is born. 

The Saviour is come. 

God is with us. 

And so, Father, we remember and celebrate 

all that Christ has done for us. 

Send your Holy Spirit 

that these gifts of bread and wine 

may be for us the body and blood of Christ.  

Through him we give ourselves to you. 

May your Spirit draw us together 

in the one body of Christ, 

that we may have life in all its fullness, 

live in your love, 

and fill creation with a song 

 of never-ending praise. 

We ask this through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be given to you, 

almighty Father, 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Christ is the bread of life. 

Christ is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us light and life. 

 

  



The Sharing of the Bread and Wine 

Christ is the true bread from heaven. 

Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

Draw near with faith. 

 

A steward will direct you to the front to receive Communion. 

Please approach the altar rail from the centre aisle 

and return to your seats via the side aisles. 

All are welcome to receive Communion. If you do not wish to receive, 

you may approach the front for a blessing, or simply stay in your seat. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, 

he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share in Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope that you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 207: Jesus is the heart of Christmas 

Due to copyright restrictions, the words for this hymn cannot be reproduced here. 

 

 

 



Blessing 

May he, who by his incarnation 

gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 

fill our lives with his light and joy and peace; 

and the blessing of God, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

remain with us always. Amen. 

 

We go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Carols by Candlelight – Online Service 

19 December 2021, 6:30pm 
 

Watch live or at a time convenient to you on YouTube: youtu.be/M-cnMFSHMEk 

or join on Zoom: bit.ly/2J5jvY8 

 

To join the service through Zoom on your landline phone, 

dial 020 3481 5240, listen to the announcement and when prompted, 

enter the meeting ID 874 6773 6490 followed by #; 

just # on its own when asked for your Participant ID; 

and when prompted, the passcode 702336 followed by #. 

You will then be connected to the service – simply hang up at the end 

or whenever you wish to leave. 

 

Call to Worship: John 1: 1-5 (CEV) 

In the beginning was the one 

 who is called the Word. 

The Word was with God 

 and was truly God. 

From the very beginning 

 the Word was with God. 

And with this Word, 

 God created all things. 

Nothing was made 

 without the Word. 

Everything that was created 

 received its life from him, 

and his life gave light 

 to everyone. 

The light keeps shining 

 in the dark, 

and darkness has never 

 put it out.  

 

  

https://youtu.be/M-cnMFSHMEk
http://bit.ly/2J5jvY8


Carol: 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

from heaven’s all-gracious King!’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

with peaceful wings unfurled; 

and still their heavenly music floats 

o’er all the weary world; 

above its sad and lowly plains 

they bend on hovering wing; 

and ever o’er its Babel sounds 

the blessèd angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

the world has suffered long; 

beneath the angel strain have rolled 

two thousand years of wrong; 

and when at war we fail to hear  

the love-song which they bring. 

O hush the noise that warfare brings, 

and hear the angels sing! 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

by prophet bards foretold, 

when, with the ever-circling years 

comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendours fling, 

and the whole world give back the song 

which now the angels sing. 
     Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876)

 

Lighting the Advent Candles (Roots) 

As we light the first Advent candle, 

may its flame be for us a sign of hope; 

may its warmth be a symbol of God’s love for us; 

and may it inspire us to be hope bearers– 

people of compassion and integrity, 

as we gather in the name of Jesus 

who is the light of the world.  

 The first candle is lit. 

As we light the second Advent candle, 

may its flame be a light that shines for all to see –  

a sign that Jesus is for all. 

May we know God’s presence and power 

as we gather in the name of Jesus, 

who is the light of the world. 

 The second candle is lit. 



As we light the third Advent candle, 

may its flame be for us a sign of the light 

that reveals to us our path through life, 

that inspires us to live simply and generously 

after the example and call of John the Baptist 

that we ourselves may be signs 

of the good news we proclaim. 

 The third candle is lit. 

As we light our fourth Advent candle, 

may its flame be for us a sign of blessing. 

As Mary and Elizabeth greeted each other, 

and Mary praised God for the blessings received, 

may we know God’s blessing in our lives and community, 

as we offer prayers and praises in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 The fourth candle is lit. 

 

Carol: 

It was on a starry night when the hills were bright, 

earth lay sleeping, sleeping calm and still; 

then in a cattle shed, in a manger bed 

a boy was born, King of all the world. 

And all the angels sang for him, 

the bells of heaven rang for him; 

for a boy was born, King of all the world. 

And all the angels sang for him, 

the bells of heaven rang for him; 

for a boy was born, King of all the world. 

Soon the shepherds came that way, where the baby lay, 

and were kneeling, kneeling by his side. 

And their hearts believed once more, for the peace of all; 

for a boy was born, King of all the world. 

 And all the angels . . .  

Joy Webb 
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Prayer   (WGRG) 

Among the poor, 

Among the proud 

Among the persecuted 

Among the privileged 

Christ is coming, 

He is coming to make all things new. 

Within us 

Without us 

Among us 

Before us 

In this place 

In every place 

For this time 

For all time 

Christ is coming 

He is coming to make all things new. 

Amen. 

 

Prologue: This, tonight, is the meeting place. 

 

Carol: 

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold him, nor the earth sustain; 

heav’n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed 

God, the Lord Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air — 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshipped the Belovèd with a kiss. 



What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him —  give my heart. Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830–1894) 

 

Reading: The Voice of the Innkeeper 

 

Carol: 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from on high, 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. Anonymous 

 

Poem: Christmas Journey 

 

Carol: 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace upon the earth! 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 



How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in; 

be born in us today! 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! Phillips Brooks (1835–1893) 

 

Prologue: And did it happen? 

 

Carol: 

Good news, good news to you we bring, 

alleluia! 

News of great joy that angels sing, 

alleluia! 

Tender mercy he has shown us, 

joy to all the world; 

for us God sends his only Son, 

alleluia! 

Graham Kendrick 

© 1988 Make Way Music. 

Reprinted with permission under CCLI Licence 19650

Let earth’s dark shadows fly away, 

alleluia! 

In Christ has dawned an endless day, 

alleluia! 

 Tender mercy . . .  

Now God with us on earth resides, 

alleluia! 

And heaven’s door is open wide, 

alleluia! 

 Tender mercy . . .  

 

Reading: The Voice of Mary 

 

Carol: 

Born in the night, 

Mary’s Child, 

a long way from your home; 

coming in need, 

Mary’s Child, 

born in a borrowed room. 

Clear shining light, 

Mary’s Child, 

your face lights up our way; 

light of the world, 

Mary’s Child, 

dawn on our darkened day. 



Truth of our life, 

Mary’s Child, 

you tell us God is good; 

yes it is true, 

Mary’s Child, 

shown on your cross of wood. 

Hope of the world, 

Mary’s Child, 

you’re coming soon to reign; 

King of the earth, 

Mary’s Child, 

walk in our streets again. 

Geoffrey Ainger (1925-2013). © 1964 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
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Prologue: When the world was dark 

 

Carol: 

While shepherds watched their flocks 

 by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 

‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled mind), 

‘glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to you and all mankind. 

‘To you in David’s town this day 

is born of David’s line 

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

and this shall be the sign: 

‘The heavenly babe you there shall find 

to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

and in a manger laid.’ 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

appeared a shining throng 

of angels praising God, and thus 

addressed their joyful song: 

‘All glory be to God on high, 

and to the world be peace; 

goodwill henceforth from heaven to earth 

begin and never cease.’ 

  Nahum Tate (1652–1715) 

 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9: 6-7 (NIV) 

For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



Of the greatness of his government and peace 

 there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

 and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

 with justice and righteousness 

 from that time on and for ever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

 will accomplish this. 

 

Carol: 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 

Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 

 

 

 Isaac Watts (1674–1748) 

 

Closing Prayer and Blessing 

 

Carol: 

Silent night! Holy night! 

all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child: 

holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar: 

heavenly hosts sing, ‘Alleluia, 

Christ the Saviour is born, 

Christ the Saviour is born.’ 



Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light: 

radiant beams from thy holy face 

with the dawn of redeeming grace: 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)
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